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Another of the series of Sunday-school sketches in 
special fields is given to our readers this week by the 
Rey. T. C. Boykin, who represents the Baptists of 
the South. It has its value not only in its exhibit of 
the good work already performed, but in its sugges- 
tions of needs and purposes in the field represented. 


The book of Acts is being studied just now by more 
persons, and with better helps to its understanding, 
than at-any time before since its writing. It is being 
looked at, in its entirety, and its varied contents, in 
every possible light. Professor Riddle, of the Revis- 
ion Committee,—whose words are always worth con- 
sidering,—calls fresh attention to it, this week, in its 
Evidential Value. 


Principal Dawson, of Montreal, stands high among 
Christian scientists. His opinions carry weight with 
students of the book of nature as well as with students 
of the Book of Revelation. What he has to say, 
therefore, on such a subject as the Natural Aspects of 
the Apostolic Miracles has an exceptional value in this 
field of discussion. His paper will be followed, next 
week, by one on the Moral Aspects of Apostolic Mir- 
acles, from the pen of Ex-President Hopkins, who is 


equally eminent in the sphere of mental and moral 
philosophy. 


There is a quiet gratitude which means more than 
any demonstrative thankfulness can mean. An un- 
varying consciousness of another’s abounding good- 
ness is not likely to show itself in any exceptional 





to repaira broken plaything. When he had finished 
the work, which took some little time, she spoke a 
pleasant word of thanks, and went back to her play. 
“Wasn’t that very kind of your papa, to stop his read- 
ing and be at all that trouble to help you, my dear?” 
asked hermamma, “ Yes, it was,” answered the child ; 
“but it was just like my papa.” And that answer proved 
a loving trust that was more gratifying than extrava- 
gant words of thankfulness could have been. It is 
not always those who multiply their words of thanks 
who are most grateful or most lovingly trustful. 
Nor is it an evidence of loving trust toward God 
when we are surprised at his answers to our prayers, 
and at the timeliness of his help in our need. 


There are two extremes in the pursuit of knowledge. 
One is in over-devotion to mere acquisition ; the other 
is in over-readiness to exhibit what one has acquired. 
There is such a thing as giving one’s self wholly to 
study, in forgetfulness of the uses of the results of 
study. A miser in knowledge has no more real gain 
from his wealth than a miser in gold ; nor is his wealth 
of more real service to others. On the other hand, 
there is such a thing as living from hand to mouth in 
the realm of knowledge ; of making no reserve accu- 
mulations, but starting out to spend each new trifle of 
mental income as soon as it is in hand. He who does 
this, is never prepared for an unusual call on his 
powers. He hasnothing laid by for an emergency ; 
and emergencies will come. The better way is to seek 
in study both knowledge and the uses of knowledge. 
It is of no use for you tostudy unless you are tomake 
your knowledge available. It js of no use for you to 
try to teach unless you study ; for you can never give 
out what you have not taken in: you cannot even 
teach unless you know more than you expect to teach. 


Most men, whether Christians or not, have a cer- 
tain sense of gratitude to God after manifest escapes 
from death or injury. But how few consider to return 
thanks for their unknown escapes and for their constant 
preservation. If the train in which we have been 
traveling becomes a wreck, and we come out from the 
crush with no hurt to life or limb, we give thanks, 
from overflowing hearts, for our great deliverance. 
But if, on the other hand, our journey is finished 
without mischance and without panic, the best of us 
is liable to forget that this freedom from seen peril is 
just as wonderful an exhibit of God’s protecting care 
as the most miraculous escape could be. So, also, we 
should be grateful if rescued from a burning hotel in 
the dead of a winter’s night, but we are perhaps 
thoughtless of the preserving care which keeps us from 
even the alarm of fire in our own homed night by 
night. “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not 
consumed” by dangers of which we have no ken; 
“because his compassions fail not. They are new 
every morning,” and they are fresh every evening, 
and their daily recurrence and increasing flow call 
for continual thankfulness to God. 


Railroad managers in America are giving fresh 
attention to the cost of stops and starts in the running 
of trains. It would seem from some of the more care- 
ful estimates, that there is more of waste in this line 





stopping and starting of the machinery than in the 
free play of that machinery at its greatest speed. 
This is a truth that has long been noted in the use of 
mental and moral machinery. Every student, every 
thinker and writer, knows that there is no such strain 
in continuous mental effort as in frequent interrup- 
tions. Every intelligent observer of Sunday-school 
methods knows that intermissions in the school ses- 
sions, or in the teachers’ meetings, the interruption of 
the series by recesses and vacations, taxes the machi- 
nery and wastes power as no Other strain can. And 
the same truth is marked in the progress of personal 
character. The man who is “always sinning and 
always repenting” in his moral course, racks his 
moral nature to very little purpose. He who starts 
off with a full head of steam every new year and 
birthday, and then breaks up at the first way station 
which comes in sight, only to start and stop again all 
the way along through the year, is worth very little 
either for a through train, or for an accommodation. It 
was said of Isaac, as the child.of promise, that, as he 
grew, he “ went going ;” and that is the best way for 
any child of promise who is on the right track—to go 
going, instead of to go stopping and starting, starting 
and stopping again. 





THE NEARNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 


Every believing reader of the New Testament story 
understands that the Holy Spirit was very near tothe 
disciples of Jesus on the day of Pentecost. Many an 
experienced Christian recognizes the fact that the 
Holy Spirit has been very near to one gathering after 
another of Christian disciples, in revival seasons, at 
differerit periods all the way along, from the day of 
Pentecost down to the present time. But uot every 
Christian realizes, or even admits as a fact, that the 
Holy Spirit came down, at the day of Pentecost, to 
abide with believers in Jesus until Jesus himself 
should return again to his disciples; and that, from 
that day to this, the Holy Spirit has been and is very 
near to every Christian disciple—so near as to be a 
dweller in the very heart of that disciple. Yet, with- 
out a realizing sense of this truth, the highest attain- 
ment of Christian privilege and of Christian power is 
an impossibility to any disciple of Jesus. 

Jesus Christ while on earth taught his disciples 
very plainly that it was expedient for him to go away, 
in order to the coming of the Holy Spirit to be their 
comforter and teacher and guide. He promised that 
the Holy Spirit when he came should abide with them, 
and should lead them into all truth; taking of the 
things of Christ—the record of his words and works 
—and showing them to the disciples. Christ’s assurance 
was, that believers in him should never be without 
the means of slaking their soul-thirst, because there 
should be in them a well of water springing up in 
ever-refreshing power to satisfy the longings of their 
souls. “This spake he of the Spirit, which they that 
believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost 
was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet 
glorified.” The promise of Jesus was fulfilled at the 


day of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit then came down, 
and entered the hearts of the believers in Jesus whe 
were ready to receive him; and from that day to 
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this there has never been a sincere believer in Jesus 
—a believer in him as his Saviour—in whose heart 
the Holy Spirit has not been a dweller; for “no man 
can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost,” 

The too common failure of Christians to realize the 
truth that the Holy Spirit did come at the day of 
Pentecost; came to abide, and has abided in the hearts 
of believers from that day to this,—is shown in many 
of the prayers for the coming of the Holy Spirit, as if 
he had gone away from the disciples of Jesus; and 
again it appears in the singing of such hymns as 

“Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,” 

as if in invitation to an absent one to return to the 
place he had vacated. If, indeed, these prayers were 
understood as wholly in behalf of those who had never 
received the Holy Spirit, and who were not as yet 
trustful believers in Jesus, there would be an eminent 
propriety in their offering; but they are certainly 
inappropriate as requesting the coming of one who has 
already come, and who awaits only a willingness of 
the disciple to be moved and guided by his proffered 
power. What would be thought of a host who should 
stand at his outer door and call for an honored guest 
to come to his house, when he knew that that guest 
had already entered the house, and was waiting for 
his host’s willing attention? Yet that is the apparent 
attitude of believers in Jesus who pray for the Holy 
Spirit to come to his temple in their hearts, when he 
is known to be already there. 

It is right and needful for believers in Jesus to pray 
that they may be “ filled with the Holy Spirit ;” that 
every room in their hearts may be emptied of that 
which hinders its occupancy by him; but that is not 
praying to or for the Holy Spirit as if he were yet 
outside of their hearts, instead of a dweller there. 
They ought to pray that the Holy Spirit will work in 
them to will and to do of God’s good pleasure, and 
that he will move mightily all the hearts where he is 
a dweller ; but that is not to pray as if the believers 
were now ready for faith-filled work for Christ, wait- 
ing only the coming of the absent and tarrying Holy 
Spirit. The phrasing of the prayers and songs of 
believers has its influence on the thoughts and actions 
of believers ; and if that phrasing represents a com- 
mon error concerning the presence or the absence of 
the Holy Spirit, the error is likely to be perpetuated 
and promoted. 

If, on the other hand, believers in Jesus realize the 
fact that the Holy Spirit, the representative of their 
absent Lord and Master, is even now very near to 
them, in their very heart of hearts, ready to guide 
them into all truth, and to show them all things that 
they need to know, they have a comfort and a power 
that they could not have through the realizing of any 
other truth. It has, in fact, been noted by many a 
man of God that there is no truer test of the attain- 
ment and progress of a Christian believer than is 
found in that believer’s practical apprehension of the 
personality and constant nearness of the Holy Spirit. 
Only he who realiges that the Holy Spirit is always 
near him, and always ready to be his teacher and 
guide, will be likely to turn confidently, at ali times, 
to the Holy Spirit for instruction ane guidance. 

To take, for example, the study of the Bible by a 
Christian believer, That Book was written under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. It cannot be compre- 
hended except under the explanations of the Holy 
Spirit ; for “ the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, . . . neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.” What folly 
it is for any one of us to attempt the study or the 
teaching of a Bible passage without asking, and con- 
fidently expecting, the Holy Spirit’s instruction, in 
order that we may know what that passage means, and 
what it has for us, and for others through us! Sup- 
pose we had before us a collection of photographs, 
gathered by a friend in his travels in distant lands, 
and that he himself stood at our elbow, ready to point 


out their beauties to us, would we think of turning | Christians have differed on this point for centuries ; and 
over those photographs, one ~by one, and vaguely | 


guessing at their significance, without making avail- 





able the explanations of our friend in order to our 
full understanding of them? We should be as wise, 
in such a case as we are if ever we seek to study or 
teach the Biljle without the personal guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, who inspired the sacred pages, who alone 
knows their full meaning, and who dwells in the heart 
of every believer in Jesus, ready to make those pages 
clear to that believer according to his special need. 
“ Are ye so foolish ? having begun in the Spirit, are 
ye now perfected in the flesh?” 

“Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” If you do 
know it, then “ grieve not the holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption,” 
by refusing to recognize his constant nearness to you, 
or by slighting his proffers of needed help and guid- 
ance. é 
“Speak to him thou, for he hears, and spirit with Spirit 

can meet— ‘ 


Closer is he than breathing, and nearer than hands 
and feet.” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


As an illustration of the possibilities of the American 
Indian, we recently cited the case of a lad who had 
walked over well-nigh half the continent in the hope 
of securing an education at the Indian school at Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, That recital has brought quite a number 
of responses in the way of contributions for the lad’s sup- 
port. A superintendent at Newark, New Jersey, sending 
$25.00 for this purpose, writes : 

We should be pleased to hear the name and tribe of the lad, 
and any item of interest concerning him. We thought it best 
to send to you, as we did not know the name and address of 
Captain Pratt. 

The lad’s name is Samuel D. Bosley. He is of the Pot- 
tawatamie tribe. In acknowledging a promise from a 
Philadelphia teacher that the means should not be lack- 
ing for his support for the present at least, he writes: 
UNSEEN FRIEND: 

I don’t know you, but I have heard that you said that 
you would pay my tuition. When I heard that, I could not 
believe that; but I know that Captain [Pratt] would not tell 
what was not so, and I did not know how to answer the captain. 
When he told me [asked me] if I was ready to go home, I said 
that I was not. And he told me that you said you would pay 
for my schooling ; and I was so glad. I was glad that I thought 
how geod people are to me ; and yet I don’t see them ; but I can 
say, I mean, that I have learnt ever since I have been a 
child of God, peoples help me along. And I think He has led 
me here for some purpose; and I am going to learn what it is 
too. I know that I could not come here without his help. If 
he thought it was wrong for me to come here he would have told 
me. I mean that it would not have got in my head to come 
here. I can’t live without his word. And I hope I will meet 
you just so soon as ITcan. Tell your scholars that I am very 
glad that you was so kind to pay for my schooling. I guess 
God laid this plan before I ever thought of coming here. . . . 
Write to me, and I will answer your letter every time. 

SAMUEL D. BOSLEY. 

That lad’s theology is sound; sounder than that of a 
good many white Christians who have been longer under 
training. There are other Indians also at that school as 
deserving ashe. The address of its superintendent is 
Captain R. H. Pratt, Carlisle Barracks, Carlisle, Penn- 
sylvania. He will wisely apply any sums of money sent 
to him for the Indians of his charge. 


If we attempted to explain, or justify, every particular 
expression of opinion by each and all of the lesson writers 
in our columns, in response to the calls made upon us by our 
readers, we should have little room for anything else in 
our pages. Each lesson-writer speaks for himself in his | 
department. If his view of the text in question does not 
commend itself to a reader, the reader is free to differ 
with the writer. But once ina while, a single point calls 
forth so many inquiries that we are inclined to give a 
little added space to it. Here, for example, is a flutter 
over a suggestion by Dr. Robinson that the apostles made 
a “waste of time in foolish election of an unauthorized 
apostle.” As a specimen of the inquiries aroused by this 
suggestion, we give this letter from a Connecticut reader: 

How do you reconcile the statement in Dr. Robinson’s article 
on the Sunday-school lesson for January 7, that the election of 
an apostle to fill the place of Judas was “ foolish and unauthor- 
ized,” with Acts 1: 20, and Psa. 109: 8? 


This opinion is not a new pne with Dr. Robinson. 


they are likely to continue to differ. On one side it is 





claimed that, as the Holy Ghost had not yet been given 





tothe Apostolic Church, there was no authority for the 
action of a Church Council; that Peter was just like 
himself in being too fast for a work to which he was not 
assigned ; that the es had no right to pick out two 
men, whom they th t they would like, and then close 
nominations, asking the Lord to take one or the other of 
those two ; moreover, that the election of Matthias does 
not seem to have been ratified by his appearing subse- 
quently as an apostle; whereas Paul afterwards speaks of 
himself as an apostle “not from men, neither through 
men—”,.as if his claim was better than that of Matthias 
to be in the place of the recreant bishop Judas. On the 
other hand, it is claimed, that there may have been a 
command, not recorded, for the choice of an apostle, as 
proposed by Peter; and, as there is no recorded rebuke 
of the apostle’s action in this matter, it may be accepted 
as duly authorized. But just here there has always been 
a division of opinion among Christians, and we cannot 
expect all readers of The Sunday School Times to take 
the same view of the case. 


The trouble with Ananias and Sapphira was, that they 
wanted credit for more generosity than they were willing 
to exercise. If they had chosen to hold on to their land, 
and say frankly that they would not turn its price into 
the Lord’s treasury, there would have been no false 
pretences about that. Or if they had said squarely that 
they gave so much to the Lord, and kept so much for 
themselves, that would have been truthful. But they 
wanted the credit of giving the whole, while they kept 
back a part. And their way of doing business is a popu- 
lar one to-day on the part of many Christians. Men 
often try to cheat themselves, and to cheat the Lord also, 
by the make-up of their charity account. They some- 
times count gifts to friends, or to poor relatives—gifts 
which courtesy, or affection, or common humanity, calls 
for—as charity, to be counted on their account with the 
Lord ; or, again, they count in their pew-rents, the price 
they pay for reserved seats in the sanctuary, as gifts to 
the Lord! And yet again there are churches and 
Sunday-schools which take up missionary collections, 
or contributions for the Lord’s cause, or benevolent 
offerings, week by week, and then use more or less of 
that money for church and Sunday-school expenses. 
They even deceive themselves into the idea that this is 
training the church-goers and the Sunday-school goers 
into habits of Christian giving, when in reality it is 
training them into habits of shirking the duty of Chris- 
tian giving. Its_influence goes to make the givers feel 
that they can manage to make five dollars a year count 
twice, once in paying the running expenses of their 
social religious establishment, and once as a free-will 
offering to the Lord! This kind of double-dealing with 
the Lord is no better now than it was in the days of the 
early church; even though its punishment is not always 
as swift and overwhelming as in the illustrative case of 
Ananias and Sapphira. A good Pennsylvania worker 
brings up a case that is touched by the principle here 
stated, in the following letter: 

A practical question is just now before our school; what 
shall be done with the money contributed by the school during 
the past year? Heretofore, it has always been our custom to 
send it to the home or foreign mission cause, but now there is a 
difference of opinion—the majority in a meeting of seven or 
eight teachers thinking it should be kept at home. Having 
been a constant reader of The Sunday School Times for a num- 
ber of years, I feel very strongly that the last view is wrong, but I 
do not feel able to defend my position. One teacher says he 
never knew a school before where they gave all the money 
away, and he thinks one Sunday in the month would be suffi- 
cient for the mission cause; the rest we might keep at home. 
This is a surprise to me, coming from an intelligent man, and 
I would like to have a few plain-spoken words from you why 
it should not be so. I am sorry to trouble you, but we have no 
pastor at present. 

It will be seen that it is not a question whether money 
shall be openly asked for in that Sunday-school week 
by week, for “running expenses;” but the question is, 
What shall be done with money already taken up as a 
religious offering in a Sunday-school which has hitherto 
given all of such contributions to the missionary cause ? 
It may be that teachers or scholars who gave their gifts 
into that treasury as unto the Lord have already gone 
to be with the Lord. In case their gifts and others 
should be taken, in whole or in part, for the running 
expenses of the Sunday-school, if that transaction 
wouldn’t have an Anapias and Sapphira cast to it, we 
cannot see why! No, no, let that money go where it 
belongs—into the Lord’s treasury. If your right eye 
squints at it enviously, or your right hand twitches 
toward it graspingly, because you are sore pressed for 
cash for home-bills just now, out with your eye, and off 
with your hand, before you meddle with that sacred 
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for next year have your school trained to give into the 
Lord’s treasury, week by week. Thousands of Sunday- 


schools do that. It is the better way of doing. Any | further than to say generally that miracles must conform 
in their natural relations to the higher moral and spirit- 


Sunday-school is easier cared for in that way than in 
the other. The home expenses of a Sunday-school are 
always easier raised when the school gives regularly to 


the Lord’s treasury in addition to its home expenditures. | . 
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SHUT IN. 
BY SUSAN COOLIDGE. 
“ And the Lord shut him in.” (Gen. 7: 16.) 


Was it the Lord who shut me in 
Between these walls of pain ? 
Who drew between me and the sun 
The darkening curtains, one by one, 
Cold storm and bitter rain, ; 
Hiding all happy things and fair 
The flying birds, the blowing air, 
And bidding me to lie, . 
All sick of heart, and faint and blind, 
Waiting his will to loose or bind, 
To give or to deny ? 


Was it the Lord who shut me in 
Within this place of doubt ? 
{ chose not doubt, my doubt chose me, 
Not un-permitted, Lord, of thee,— 
It had not dared without : 
What doubt shall venture to uprear 
And whisper in a human ear, 
If thou, Lord, dost forbid ? 
Yet is it of thy blessed will 
That I sit questioning, grieving, chill, 
Nor joy as once I did ? 


Ts it the Lord that shuts me in? 
Then I can bear to wait! 

No place so dark, no place so poor, 
So strong and fast, no prisoning door, 
Though walled by grievous fate, 

But out of it goes fair and broad 

An unseen pathway, straight to God, 
By which I mount to thee. 

When the same Love that shut the door 

Shall lift the heavy bar once more, 
And set the prisoner free. 





NATURAL ASPECTS OF THE APOSTOLIC 
MIRACLES. 


BY PRINCIPAL J. W. DAWSON, D.D., LL.D. 


In summing up the miracles of our Lord, Peter, in his 
address, in the second chapter of the Acts, applies three 
distinct terms to them—* miracles, wonders, and signs.” 
The first of these words, as more correctly rendered in 
the Revised Version, means “powers,” or “mighty 
works.” By Peter, therefore, the “ miracles” recorded 
in the Gospels are referred to the three heads of “ powers, 
wonders, and signs,” and the same termsare used by Luke 
to represent those wrought by the apostles and early 
Christians in the name of Christ. The word “ powers” 
intimates to us the source of miraculous gifts, and the 
superhuman power manifested in their exercise. The 
second term, “ wonders,” which corresponds more nearly 
with our word “ miracles,” intimates their effect in pro- 
ducing wonder or astonishment, leading to conviction 
and belief; andthe third term, “signs,” indicates their 
value as proofs of a divine mission. All these aspects 
may be more or less presented in different miracles, or 
may appear in §ifferent degrees in the same miracle, and 
in considering the relations of miracles to nature they 


should all be kept in view. More especially we should. 


bear in mind that our word “miracle,” derived from the 
Latin, and meaning merely something wonderful, does 
not express the whole nature of the biblical miracles, nor 
indeed, perhaps, their most important feature. There 
may be great miracles which excite but little wonder or 
astonishment, though they may produce important 
effects, as, for instance, some of those miracles of deliver- 
ance wrought for the apostles, and little known or 
thought of among their contemporaries. On the other 
hand, there are many wonderful phenomena which are 
not miracles. A more important aspect is that of powers, 
or mighty works, which indicate the presence of super- 
human pewer, capable of controlling natural agencies, 
and of modifying or rearranging the laws of the universe. 
In this respect miracles bring us face to face with God as 
the only true miracle-worker. But, perhaps, the most 
important aspect of all, more especially in connection 
with the apostolic history, is that signs, or proofs, of the 
divine character or mission of those who possess such 
powers, or to whom they are given. It is this aspect 


that they are most frequently referred to, and in which 
they approach most nearly to those moral and spiritual 
characters on which, in this paper, I am not to enter, any 


ual character of the message which, as signs, they 
authenticate. 

The first miracle of healing recorded in the Acts 
(chap. 3), well illustrates all these important features of 
miracles. The subject of it, the lame beggar at the 
temple gate, was a hopeless cripple, lame from his birth, 
and well known to all the people frequenting the temple. 
His cure was a public and instantaneous act, at once a 
great-wonder and a mighty work, filling every witness 
“with astonishment and with an impression of the exercise 
of power nothing less than divine. It was also an emi- 
nent sign, for the application made of it to the listening 
crowd and to the skeptical Sanhedrin, was that through 
the name of Jesus, the holy and just one whom they 
had slain, and by his power, the man was made to walk. 
It is little wonder that the inquiring were convinced, and 
the opponents of Christianity confounded. 

Another way of regarding the miracles recorded in the 
Acts is to consider the agencies employed in working 
them. The greater part are wrought by men, but by 
men acting as representatives of the Divine Saviour; 
and though the name of Christ is not in all cases directly 
mentioned, it is evident that it is only as missionaries of 
Christ and engaged in his cause and by his authority 
that the apostles work miracles. The power is really 
that of God. Man is merely an agent. Perhaps this 
helps us better to understand those exceptional and, as 
Luke calls them, “special” miracles, in which a still 
further intermediate agency appears, as the shadow of 
Peter (Acts 5: 15), or the handkerchiefs and aprons car- 
ried from the person of Paul (Acts 19:12). They may 
the more emphatically show us that it is by no power or 
holiness of the worker that the miracle is wrought, but 
directly by the hand of God. Peter has no more power 
than his “shadow,” or Paul than his “ handkerchief.” It 
is only that God thinks proper to authenticate their 
teaching or to do good through their means. 

Other miracles are wrought by angelic agency. A 
very instructive instance of this is the deliverance of 
Peter from prison (Acts 12). This is at once an illustra- 
tion of angelic power and ministration, and of natural 
agency in miracles. We may say. that an angel is a 
supernatural being, but perhaps it would be more accu- 
rate to say superhuman or spiritual. As created beings 
angels are as much a part of God’s universe as man is, 
and had it pleased God to employ a Samson to bind the 
keepers and open the prison gates, it would in the natural 
aspect have been just as much or as little a miracle ad 
when an angel was employed. The proceedings of the 
angel in this case bring this very markedly before us. 
He stands by Peter. He causes a light to shine in the 
prison. He awakes Peter by a blow on the side. He 
removes his chains, and directs him to dress, to put on 
his sandals and to throw on his upper garment, and to 
follow him. In all this we see the action of a being ef 
superior power and intelligence, but acting deliberately, 
kindly, and considerately, and with just the same refer- 
ence to God’s laws and man’s customs and feelings as 
might have been expected of a good man intervening to 
rescue a sufferer. Angels, in short, would seem to work 
miracles with the same ease and naturalness with which 
we do the most ordinary things, because God has given 
to them a higher comprehension and mastery of his laws 
and forces than that usually accorded to men. There is 
much food for thought in this idea of a grade of beings 
superior to us, and whose every action would be to us a 
miracle, just as many of our ordinary acts and con- 
trivances would be miracles to lower animals, if they 
could reason on such things. 

Other miracles are wrought by God directly, without 
either human or angelic ministration. These, again, in 
their natural aspects, may be resolved into different 
groups. Some are attributed to natural causes specially 
employed to work them. A noteworthy instanee is the 
opening of the prison at Philippi by an earthquake 
(Acts 16). An earthquake might have occurred at 
Philippi at any time, without being at all miraculous, 
The miracle consisted in its coming in answer to the 
prayer of Paul and Silas. Indeed, from a natural point 
of view, the earthquake makes the miracle more stupen- 
dous than jf it had been effected without any agency 
whatever. The deliverance of Pau!, in his memorable 
voyage to Rome, should perhaps be regarded as a miracle 
of this kind. A thousand ships might have drifted 
before the storm along the Mediterranean without one 
making a harbor in the little island of Melita. Undoubt- 





a great miracle, but so many natural and artificial agen- 
cies were employed in it that it approaches to the char- 
acter of an ordinary occurrence, and might even be 
regarded asa fortunate accident; though it seems strange 
that a complicated adjustment of agencies beyond human 
control should be regarded as less miraculous than the 
employment of one agency. It is plain that in such a 
case the miraculous and the natural are closely connected, 
and that our notions of miracles will be very shallow if 
we do not allow for the vast variety of combinations of 
natural laws and forms possible to Omnipotence, though 
beyond our control and comprehension. 

Of miracles in which natural agencies are nut employed, 
and which belong more especially to the spiritual world, 
we have also examples in the Acts; as, for instance, on 
the one hand the expulsion of demons, and on the other 
the effusion of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 
The arrest of Paul on his way to Damascus may also be 
regarded as a miracle, in which natural agency is scarcely 
apparent, but which belongs more especially to the 
spiritual world. 

A very interesting aspect of the miracles recorded in 
the Acts arises from the historical position of the book. 
It covers a period of about thirty years, from the ascen- 
sion of Christ to the imprisonment of St. Paul at Rome, 
and from the great revival at Jerusalem on the day of 
Pentecost to the diffusion of the gospel over the greater 
part of the Roman world. In the beginning of the book, 
we have the kindling of the flame in one spot. As it 
proceeds, we have the spread of the fire along diverging 
lines to the boundary of the known world: This has an 
instructive correspondence with the miraculous work 
recorded. The story of the early chapters of the Acts 
may be described as a tissue of miracles, and stands 
altogether on a high level of spiritual and supernatural 
power. In those days miracles seem to have been of 
almost hourly occurrence. As we advance in the history, 
miracles become more rare, and though they still occur, 
they appear to be of much» less frequent occurrence, 


relatively to the extent of the church, and the narrative ~ 


comes to resemble more closely that of an ordinary mis- 
sionary journey. Thus from the high spiritual eleva- 
tion of the earlier history we descend gradually to a 
lower plane, while, at the same time, the church widens 
and extends itself. It is as if the history of the early 
church was like the course of some river, which, flowing 
deep and strong through a narrow gorge,- gradually 
expands into a wide and shallow estuary, losing in depth 
and rapidity what it gains in width. This is in accord- 


} ance with God’s ordinary operations in nature, where all 


emanations diminish in a rapid ratio as they recede from 
their centres. Whether the analogy points to any com- 
mon law of the natural and spi or not, the fact 
remains, that the history of the Acts forms a connecting 
link between the pentecostal age and that of the ordi- 
nary church, between the age of miracles and that of 
the ordinary operation of the means of grace, between 
the Jerusalem church and the times of the Gentiles. 
Thus it shows how, in the evolution of God’s plan, the 
miraculous powers needed in the earlier days of the 
Church gradually fell into disuse or were withdrawn, 
and were succeeded by the ordinary operation of the 
Word and Spirit, and by the ministrations of uninspired 
men, not endowed with miraculous gifts. The history 
thus teaches us what was God’s plan in this matter, and 
leads us to be less surprised and disappointed at the 
apparent failure of miraculous powers, which we, however, 
altogether subordinate to the greater miracle of the con- 
version of men by the gospel of Christ. 

Thethoughts sketched above show how vast and varied 
the field of miracle may be, when considered as bounded 
on the one side by the minute speck of knowledge and 
power possessed by man, and on the other by the 
resources of Omnipotence. They also show that those 
miracles which are performed through natural agencies 
may be as truly miraculous as those in which no such 
agency appears, and that we are not in a position to 
judge of such events with reference to the amount of 
divine power displayed in them. Those which appear to 
us the most stupendous, may be no more difficult than 
those which appear of comparatively little importance. 

Lastly, we should be careful not to teach children that 
miracles imply any contravention or violation of God’s 
natural laws. The Bible gives no warrant for such a 
statement, and it is derogatory to God’s wisdom and 
power, and inconsistent with what we know of nature. 
God’s power and knowledge being infinite, while ours 
are infinitesimally small, the field of possible miracle is 
boundless, without the infringement of any of God’s 
laws, material, spiritual, or moral, provided that Divine 
power be employed, and it is this which makes the dif- 
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miracles of a grander character from a natural point of 
view than any recorded in Scripture, as, for instance, the 
final conflagration of the globe itself, or the extinction of 


‘the solar fire, and can understand that these might be 


effected by divine power without any violation of God’s 

own laws, but only by correlations and adjustments of 

them, as much within his power as the turning on or stop- 

ping of a machine is in the power of a human engineer. 
McGill College, Montreal, 





THE “EVIDENTIAL VALUE” 
BOOK OF THE ACTS. 


BY PROFESSOR MATTHEW B. RIDDLE, D.D. 


OF THE 


In every age the great theological question is, “ What 
think ye of the Christ?” Butall right thinking on a 
subject of such moment must be based upon well-authen- 
ticated facts. Mere whims, human fancies, dialetic 
quibblings or personal preferences amount to nothing, 
or worse than nothing, in properly answering this ques- 
tion. The right to think is only the right to think right. 
(If this were remembered, a large proportion of what is 
called “liberal” thought would be deprived of that 
toleration it claims.) The question respecting the truth- 
fulness of the gospel narratives always takes the most 
prominent place in determining the evidence which 
decides who and what the historical person called Jesus 
Christ was and is. 

The study ofthe Book of the Acts suggests two very 
important points bearing on the historical accuracy of 
the Gospels. The most obvious one is, that if it is itself 
a true story,—even true in general,—the weapon used by 
the early preachers was fact,—fact about Jesus Christ, his 
life, death, resurrection, and ascension. 

Every one who admits any truth whatever in the story 
must be convinced that the apostles preached about Jesus 
Christ, telling, moreover, not so much what he had said 
as what he had done,—proclaiming what he was even 
more than what he taught. 

But granting the exactness of the history we have, in 
its particular reference to the main events of our Lord’s 
life, what is equivalent to a fifth Gospel? There is, too, 
this added element, namely, 4 more specific explanation 
of the purpose and significance of these facts. Not an 
abstract theory respecting them, but such a setting forth 
of what they meant as “turned the world upside down.” 
It will be difficult to prove that a chimera, a legend, an 
impostare, could give such courage to its defenders, such 
wisdom to its advocates, such success to its heralds. It 
may not be amiss to reflect that Christian preachers must 
fail of courage, wisdon and success unless these gospel 
facts have a hold on them as historical truth. He who 
denies the truth of the gospel stories soon loses the gospel 
fervor and power. 

But there is another, and in some respects even more 
important, “ evidential ” aspect of the Book of Acts. In 
recent years it has been discussed very fully by such 
authors as Dean Howson, and I now propose to give a 
very concise, and, i trust, an intelligible statement of it. 

As nearly every Sunday-school scholar now knows, 
the Book of the Acts purports to be written by the same 
person who wrote the third Gospel, styled “ The Gospel 
according to Luke.” Both booksare addressed to the same 
person (“Theophilus”), and the second one refers to a 
“former treatise.” The readers of The Sunday School 
Times who have studied the articles by President Woolsey 
and Dr. Gregory, are also aware that the two works have 
many marks indicating that both were written by the same 
author. It is true there are differences\due to the differ- 
ence of topic, and that in the early chapters of the Gospel 
there are signs of Hebrew (or Aramaic) influence, sug- 
gesting translations from older documents in the ver- 
nacular of Palestine. But these phenomena are excep- 
tional. The style in the two books is the same, the lead- 
ing peculiarities of language are the same, and many of 
those very little things which reveal an author’s per- 
sonality, appear in both books. The absence of all sueh 
internal evidence of common authorship might indeed 
be insufficient to prove a negative; that is, that two 
books were not the work of the same author, since his 
method might vary or be purposely altered. But the 
presence of such resemblances, joined with a strong pre- 
sumption and confirmed by still stronger external testi- 
mony, ought to be sufficient to establish the fact that one 
man wrote first the Gospel, then the book of the Acts. 

What kind of an author isthis? Whether he is called 
Lake or not is not the main question at this point. Are 
there any means of determining his fidelity to truth in 
matters of which we have accurate knowledge from other 
sources? The answer is, Yes. His second book tells us 





Jerusalem in the East to Rome in the West. It inci- 
dentally names or refers to hundreds of matters which 
have political, archeological, and scientific interest, 
Minute usages, topographical peculiarities, and kindred 
points, may be found in nearly every paragraph, and 
each and every such reference can be used as a test of 
accuracy. The test has been applied. Volume after 
volume has been written on the subject. Every journey 
has been retraced, every voyage has been re-made, for the 
express purpose of verifying the narrative. Sometimes 
it has been thought that the writer made a mistake, but 
in nearly every such instance renewed investigations, in 
a few cases new discoveries by travelers, have shown the 
accuracy of the record. It has fairly stood every test, 


*| and may well be regarded as the book of history (of all 


times), which has been proven most exact. Others may 
be as accurate; none have been proven more so. It 
will be fair to infer that such accuracy would have been 
impossible had the book been written very long after 
the date at which its story ends, A. D. 63, thirty-three 
years after the death of Jesus Christ. This view is con- 
firmed by the use which the writer makes of the pronoun 
“we.” Is it probable that he took the trouble to be so 
eareful in telling the truth about towns and temples, 
harbors and currents, and yet carelessly left this pronoun 
to suggest a falsehood about persons ? 

It might be said that such a book could be constructed 
like a historical romance, after a lapse of fifty or a hun- 
dred years. But this is to the last degree improbable. 
Walter Scott and Thackeray have written the finest and 
most accurate historical romances, and Shakespeare has 
furnished the grandest historical dramas. But not one of 
these three geniuses has succeeded in constructing a piece 
of literature which stands the test as the book of Acts 
has done. Their memory constantly fails them, and 
their want of accurate knowledge betrays itself repeat- 
edly. Were the Book of the Acts a romance, its author 
must have been a genius unequaled in literature. Of all 
the Christian centuries, the second century shows fewest 
men of genius; and yet we are asked to believe that some 
one in that age polished up the Gospels into their present 
shape, and concocted the most accurate of historical 
romances. It is far easier to believe that Luke, a com- 
panion of Paul and an eye-witness of many of the scenes, 
is the author of the work. 

But this writer of proven historical accuracy wrote 
another book, shortly before. This book is not only on 
the same general subject, but states facts which are 
assumed throughout the second. As intimated above, 
these facts constitute the subject-matter of the sayings 
put by this writer into the mouths of his historical char- 
acters. The first work, however, from its scene and other 
peculiarities, is less capable than the second of verifica- 
tion by heathen testimony and monumental evidence. 
Now, can we believe that the second book is history and 
the earlier one romance or legend? the one verified truth 
and the other stupendous falsehood? For it is char- 
acteristic of this whole discussion about the truthfulness 
of the Gospels, that there is no consistent middle ground. 
We must either accept great truth or admit a great lie. 
The same author might write history and romance, but 
he would not begin each in the same manner and indi- 
cate no difference. 

The “ evidential value” of the book of Acts, consists 
mainly in this: That it offers presumptive evidence of 
the strongest character in regard to the main facts of 
the gospel history, and in particular proves that the 
author of the third Gospel, being the author of this book 
also, is a writer of tested accuracy, who tells the exact 
truth about Jesus Christ. Knowing so well how to be 
accurate, if he is false in his story about Jesus Christ, he 
is willfully and awfully false. One must be far gone in 
hatred of Christ and his cause not to shrink from this 
last position. 


Hartford Theological Seminary. 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL FIELD AND WORK OF 
THE BAPTISTS OF THE SOUTH. 
BY THE REV. T. C. BOYKIN. 


Fifty years ago the Sunday-school work of all religious 
denominations in the South was like “a little cloud” 
rising out of the sea of Christian activity, no larger than 
a man’s hand, Now it has spread all over our “ South 
Land,” and has quickened the life and increased the 
power of every denomination, including Jews and Roman 
Catholics. 

The Baptists, being, by education and training, con- 
servative, and sometimes “slow of heart to believe” in 
“ new movements,” may have been, at the first, more or 
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less indifferent to the work, but now they are fully abreast 
of any others in Sundsy-school zeal, energy and effi- 
ciency. 


For several weeks, the writer has been industriously 
engaged in gathering facts and figures from his brethren 
in all the Southern states, with a view of giving such 
information concerning Sunday-school work among 
Southern Baptists as might be interesting to the readers 
of The Sunday-school Times. He herewith reports the 
result of his efforts. 

Statistics :—From the best estimates we have been able 
to make, there are among white and colored Baptists as fol- 
lows ; Schools, 11,884 ; officers and teachers, 67,221 ; schol- 
ars, 142,986 ; baptisms during the year past, 6,679; volumes 
in library, 104,190; contributions by the schools, $59,714. 
It is not claimed that these figures are entirely accurate, 
but they approximate closely the truth, and are rather 
under than over the mark. Many Baptists are so modest 
that they seem unwilling to let “the left hand know 
what the right hand doeth” in denominational work ; 
but they are beginning to realize the value of figures, 
and we hope, in a few years, to give correct and accurate 
statistics of all our work. . 

Organization and Agencies :—In nearly every Southern 
state there is or has been a general Sunday-school evan- 
gelist or missionary. In some of the states the local state 
mission board has the work in charge, and requires every 
missionary to be, in some sense, a Sunday-school worker. 
In many states there is a system of what are called asso- 
ciational Sunday-school conventions which have accom- 
plished a vast amount of good. They meet annually, or 
oftener if practicable, and discuss plans and methods of 
Sunday-school work. Their work is confined to the ter- 
ritory of an association, which usually embraces several 
counties. The labor performed by the brethren con- 
nected with these bodies is altogether gratuitous. The 
Sunday-school evangelists and missionaries are usually 
appointed and supported by the state boards. The Ameri- 
can Baptist Publication Society has done a large amount 
of work among both white and colored, and has ex- 
pended perhaps $15,000 per year for the last ten years 
in Sunday-school and colportage work in the South ; and 
through these agencies have organized about 800 Sunday- 
schools. The writer of this, during his ten years’ work 
as general secretary and evangelist in Alabama and 
Georgia, organized not less than 500 schools. The work 
of Dr. Marston in Missouri has perhaps never been sur- 
passed by any Sunday-school missionary. 

Literature :—For teachers we have no paper. The 
Baptist Teacher fully supplies our want in this direction. 
For scholars, older and younger, we have as good as is 
published anywhere: Kind Words, weekly, semi- 
monthly, and monthly, The Baptist Gem, Kind Words 
Quarterly, and Lesson Leaflets, published under the 
auspices of the Southern Baptist Convention at Macon, 
Georgia, and most ably edited and conducted by the 
Rey. 8. Boykin. These papers circulate all over the 
South, and to some extent atthe North. The combined 
circulation of these publications is over 200,000 monthly, 
and over 2,000,000 annually. The periodicals of the 
American Baptist Publication Society have a considerable 
circulation in the South, especially among the colored 
people. The Baptists, as a rule, use their own literature, 
but union papers and lesson helps circulate to some 
extent among them, especially those that are cheapest, 
which are by no means the best. Several catechisms 
and question books have been published and circulated 
by the publishers of Kind Words. These, together with 
others published by the American Baptist Publication 
Society, are used in many schools, either alone or as 
supplementary to the International Lessons. 

It must not be forgotten that The Sunday School Times 
circulates quite extensively in our schools, and has done 
much to stimulate zeal and improve the standard of 
teaching. 

The International Lesson System :—A very large ma- 
jority of our schools use the International lessons. 
Perhaps it would be fair to say that in the towns and 
cities their use is universal. There is as little opposition 
to them at the South as at the North. They are criti- 
cised here as well as there. Complaint is sometimes 
made, and with some degree of justice, that less Scrip- 
ture is committed to memory than under the old system. 
This may be more the fault of the teacher than the sys- 
tem. The Baptists of the South have not been slow to 
see the advantages of the system, and avail themselves 
of it. These lessons have done much to increase the 
interest and efficiency of our schools. 

Progress :—-No department of church work among 
Southern Baptists has been marked by such sure and 
steady, if not rapid, progress as Sunday-school work. 
There has been progress: (1.) In the number of schools. 
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(2.) In the methods of the exercises of the 
schools and in teaching the lessons. (3.) In the increased 
attendance of adults. (4.) In the dignity and magnitude 
of the work and its relation to other agencies ; and (5.) 
In the number of conversions among thescholars. There 
is as much difference in the Sunday-schools of the-present 
time and those twenty-five years ago as between the old 
stagecoach and the Pullman palace car. Then there 
was the dull, prosy reading of Scfipture by the superim- 
tendent, followed by a long, stereotyped prayer, suc- 
ceeded by a monotonous church hymn, in which only the 
teachers and a few older scholars joined, then the usual 
catechism or question-book drill of fifteen or twenty 
minutes, closing with the long-metre doxology. The 
writer attended a school in his youth which closed every 
Sunday for many years with “ Lord, dismiss us with thy 
blessing,” —the only tune he learned in Sunday-school, 
and that came by absorption. Now most of our schools 
have responsive reading of Scripture, animated songs in 
which all engage, short, appropriate prayers, attractive 
teaching, with pleasant reviews, etc. Then very few of 
our country churches had Sunday-schools during any 
portion of the year; now nearly all maintain them, at 
least during the spring and summer, and many continue 
the whole year. Then there were no Sunday-school 
papers; now they can be found in nearly every Sunday- 
school. Then conversions were rare; now they are 
common. 

Having said this much of our progress, honesty requires 
us to say that there are those called Baptists who actually 
oppose Sunday-schools, and think they are rather a curse 
than a blessing. Itis, however, a matter of gratification to 
know that the number of these is growing less and less 
every year, and, it is to be hoped, will soon be no more. 

Our Needs :—First and foremost, and most impor- 
tant of all, we need more pastoral sympathy, co-opera- 
tion, and personal oversight. Some of our ministers 
realize the value of the Sunday-school, and give it, due 
attention; but a very large number give very little 
time, thought, or labor to it. If our Northern churches 
outstrip us in the Sunday-school work, it is, no doubt, 
largely due to the fact that their pastors give it more 
personal attention than ours. We need more church 
control, supervision, and support,—in this respect we are 
improving rapidly, but many churches decline to recog- 
nize any organic relation to the school. We need more 
home co-operation and help; in this respect we are gain- 
ing ground, and we sincerely hope that the time is not dis- 
tant when our needs will be supplied, and our ideal of 
Sunday-school work and management will be realized, 
and Southern Baptists will do their full duty in making 
known “the truth as it is in Jesus” to all who, in the 
providence of God, are within the sphere of their 
influence. 





SCHOLARS RAISING MONEY OUTSIDE OF 
THE SCHOOL. 
BY THE REV. SYLVANUS STALL. 


In some churches and schools varied, and often ques- 
tionable, means are resorted to in order to secure money 
from “ outsiders.” Were Christian people to pay as lib- 
erally for the Church and its institutions as the “ out- 
siders” are paying for their saloons, club-houses, and 
numerous institutions, the Church would not be in need. 
Already “ the outsiders,” are paying manifold more than 
“the insiders,” and, after supporting their numerous 
institutions at such an enormous expense, it is positive 
injustice, if, in addition, they are to be asked to pay the 
expenses of the Church and the Sunday-school. When 
realizing their duty to Christ and his Church, Christian 
people shall come up to the seriptural standard of the 
tithe, the Church will not need to go to the world to 
solicit aid, but will go into the world with ladened 
hands to minister benedictions and bread and aid as 
the world hath need ; no longer imitating the priest and 
the Levite, because it lacks the good Samaritan’s “ two- 
pence,” the Church doing its legitimate and proper work, 
shall render longer unnecessary those societies which 
now so boastingly profess to be doing the eleemosynary 
work of the Church. The Church is to minister to the 
world, ahd not the world to minister to the Church. It 
will be well when, like the United Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland, all congregations shall refuse to accept money 
for sacred uses from unclean hands. The Church can 
afford to do it. God is not impoverished. “The silver 
is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 

Our purpose in these articles has been, not so much to 
invent, as to present such plans as are in present use 
among the schools. In carrying out this design, we 
herewith present some methods which are novel, sensa- 
tional, and liable to abuse. If used at all, great care 





needs to be exercised lest the Church be degraded in the 
eyes of the world to the level of a pauper, and thus be 
shorn of its usefulness and power; and again, lest the 


scholars receive permanent moral injury by being dis- 


ciplined to solicit, while they are themselves untaught 
to. give. 

Some Sunday-schools print an official card, with the 
name of the Sunday-school at its head, and a hundred 
asterisks enclosed in squares printed upon it. For each 
ten cents given, the donor punches out an asterisk. 
Others issue cards with the number 25 printed in squares, 
a number to be punched out for each twenty-five cents 
given. 

Somewhat similar in character is the use of red cards 
to represent bricks for the new church or Sunday-school 
building. These bricks, as they are called, are printed 
with the name of the school, etc., and then sold at ten or 
twenty-five cents each. 

To this class of methods also belongs the jug system, 
introduced a number of years ago. The purpose of the 
originator was to teach temperance, and secure from the 
scholars themselves increased contributions; but the 
method has been perverted, and the sensationalism used 
to attract a crowd and to extort money at the “jug-break- 
ing,” has brought the method into merited disrepute. 

The plan of substituting “ Easter-eggs ” has lacked the 
sensational features of the jug system, and consequently 
has not been so much used. 

In gathering money for the establishment of schools in 
unoccupied districts, a method successfully used for years 
by one regularly employed in that work, is to gather the 
people and present the importance of the Sunday-school 
work, and, after creating an interest, to select three boys 
and three girls to canvass for contributions. These 
young people are carefully instructed how to proceed, 
and then sent out. In one instance, between the close 
of the meeting at three in the afternoon, and that same 
evening, thirty dollars were raised ; in another instance, 
in a few hours, sixty dollars were raised; and in both 
these instances, in districts where the most ardent friends 
of the movement despaired of securing any local aid. 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


WHAT THE DIMBOES DID. 
BY SARA DUNCAN. 





There were a great many Dimboes, including Young 
Dimboe, who sang in the choir and taught in Sunday- 
school, “that Polly Dimboe,” whom ncbody ever men- 
tioned without a very “demonstrative” adjective, the 
Dimboe boys, and the twins. There were seven Dimboe 
boys ; it is unnecessary, perhaps, to state the number of 
the twins. Over this modest family presided Aunt 
Phebe Dimboe, who spent an anxious existence in con- 
stant, but futile, efforts at keeping the boys’ trousers in 
repair, and making a housekeeper out of Polly. With 
regard to the trousers, Miss Phebe admitted the absurdity 
of her attempt, but Polly—Polly was becoming tractable 
—she could be trusted with the family darning, and took 
entire charge of thechildren at meal-times, when neither 
Mr. Dimboe nor Aunt Pheebe could very well be present. 
Considering her thirteen years, and her constantly 
interfered with artistic propensities, I think you will 
agree with me that this wasn’t so bad for Polly. 

It was the Sunday after Christmas, and she was walk- 
ing meditatively home from Sunday-school. Since she 
had been transferred to Mr. Foote’s class, meditation 
after Sunday-school had become almost necessary to 
Polly. In the last class it had been different. There 
didn’t seem to be anything to think about but the num- 
ber of buttons on Miss Thorn’s “tan” kid gloves, and 
the extraordinary length of time that intervened between 
the opening hymn and the closing one. So Polly’s 
relief was almost as great as Miss Thorn’s when, at that 
lady’s request, the superintendent handed her over to 
Mr. Foote for “ treatment.” # 

In the little familiar chat Mr. Foote had with hisgirls 
that day—for a wonder there were five minutes to spare ! 
—they had discussed Christmas giving, and that’s what 
Polly was meditating about. 

“Let’s see! Whatdid I give any way? There was 
Fred’s watch-pocket, and the twins’ Noah’s ark, and the 
lamp-mat I made Aunt Phobe,—wasn’t she pleased, 
though |—and a set of carpet-balls for the boys—they 
took the last cent, and I saved for three months! Nota 
thing, Polly Dimboe, not a thing outside your own 
family! Oh yes! I beg your pardon, you did paint a 
wooden placque for your very particular friend Madge 
Mayberry, because she gave you something last year! 
Fine motive!” continued Polly ironically to herself. 





“ Aren’t you proud of it, Miss Dimboe! And now, when 
somebody has been good enough to suggest a better one, 
here’s Christmas gone and me bankrupt!” 

You see Polly’s meditations weren’t strictly grammati- 
eal, but they always resulted in something practical, 
which is more than can be said of a good many people’s. 

This time, however, she reached her own garden gate 
in just about as perplexed a state of mind as ever. What 
she could do, and how she could do it, didn’t appear; but 
one thing she resolved upon, and that was to look out 
for opportunities. 

“ Phebe,” said Mr. Dimboeto his sister, as she poured 
out his tea and Young Dimboe’s, at seven o’clock next 
evening, “this tribe of ours have rousing appetites—ten 
pounds of butter a week! It’s a good thing to pay for 
though—considerably better than physic.” 

Polly stood at a side table, looking for her geography. 
She turned quickly. 

“How much is it a pound, papa?” 

“ From twenty-five to thirty cents usually, Polly. Are 
you thinking of starting a dairy?” And her father’s 
eyes twinkled as he looked over at his daughter’s inter- 
ested face. 

“Well, no, papa, not until I learn to be a better milker,” 
laughed Polly, with a vivid remembrance of some holi- 
day experiences in the country. “I only wanted to 
know. Oh! here’s my ‘Campbell’s,’” and off she went 
to the “back room” where the Dimboes congregated 
nightly for lessons, fun, and consultation. 

Miss Phoebe looked sagaciously over her spectacles at 
her brother. 

“Polly’s improving—certainly improving. She isn’t 
nearly so flighty as she used to be, John. Think of it 
now—the price of butter!” 

The use Polly had made of her newly acquired infor- 
mation did not transpire, however, until next morning at 
breakfast, when the Dimboes, one and all, declined but- 
ter. Dinner-time came, and Aunt Phebe’s nice beef- 
steak, and mashed potatoes, and “ poor man’s pudding” 
made them forget to feel heroic when the butter-plate 
came around. And that night they had raspberries for 
tea, so nobody said a word but Jack, who couldn’t help 
exclaiming at the unchanged condition of the butter- 
plate as it went out for the third time. 

Next day, however, Polly observed a tendency to vain- 
gloriousness at breakfast, a marked depression at dinner, 
and a well-defined dissatisfaction at tea without any rasp- 
berries. And Thursday morning the porridge was burned. 

“Tt’s just the least bit scorched,” said Aunt Phogbe, as 
she handed the dish to Polly ; “ but there’s plenty of good 
bread and butter, and the coffee’s extra nice!” 

Polly carried it in despairingly. It was just as she 
expected—grumbles loud and deep, longing looks at the 
butter-plate, and numberless calculations about the 
breakfasts that must be before next Tuesday. 

At last the coffee-pot went down with a bang, and 
Polly stood up with flushed cheeks and something very 
much like tears in her eyes. 


“ Now, look here, boys,” she said, “I know I proposed 


doing this, but I never asked one of you,—now, did I? 
So if any of you want to back out, why, nobody’ll blame 
you! Only don’t go on doing it if you don’t want to!” 

Here Jack, who had surreptitiously helped himself to 
about a quarter of a square inch of butter, put it back 
again just as surreptitiously. 

“ And what about Patsy’s new history,” asked Harry, 
“if we stop now?” 

Patsy was the washerwoman’s son, and had been foot 
of his class for a week because he had no history to 
study from. Poor Patsy! He wasn’t foot of many 
classes, and he did so want the book! But it cost a 
dollar, so Patsy could only “save up” and try for more 
errands on Saturdays. 

“Oh, well!” responded Polly, “ I suppose that ll have 
to be his lookout. His little brother’s got the measles, 
too,” she added artfully, “so he can’t even come to class 
and take notes.” “Hard luck!” said Jack, with a 
remorseful recollection of several “stunners” in frac- 
tions that Patsy had piloted him through at recess. 

“See. here, boys; we ain’t going to stop! What's 
doing without butter for a week, any way!” 

That was the last of it. Polly didn’t have to appeal 
again. Nobody grumbled, even when there was no pud- 
ding or preserves, and they all shared the pleasure of 
confidently requesting from Mr. Dimboe payment for the 
six pounds of butter which they didn’t eat. They got 
it, too, at the very highest price; and although the 
delighted Patsy never knew exactly what his “ History 
of the United States” cost the donors, he used it so well 
that they never regretted it. And Polly! Well, Polly 


has had many another dear experience of the happiness 
of giving at some little sacrifice, and “ for Christ’s sake.” 
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coming had been predicted, actually had appeared, and now, 
after being raised up, was sent to bless them, by turning 
every one away from his iniquities. 
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LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I. THE ARREST OF THE APOSTLES. 
1. Sore Troubled by the Word: 


LESSON HELPS. 








eT ria , Beddusee . . sore troubled Sendute they Txe.—Shortly after Pentecost ; probably in June, A. D. 30. 
i] LESSON CALENDAR. the Sadducees say that there remrretion (Act ‘| Paace—Jerusalem. 

| High ples 2 Sedidaocen os were fled with enor (Act 8: ia. Pxrsons.—Annas: Appointed high priest A. D. 7, after 
i | First Quarter, 1883.] 


i. imprisoned because of the Word : the battle of Actium, by Quirinus, the imperial governor of 





y 
ae 1. January 7.—The Ascending Lord 
| 





























} li. March 18.—The First Christian Martyr.............. Acts 7: 4-60 and 8: 1-4 


CrecumstTances.—The arrest of the two apostles took 
12. March 25.—Review. 


place “as they spake unto the people.” A great multitude 
had come together in Solomon’s Porch, and was being 
addressed by one or both of the apostles. Such a crowd, of 
course, could not gather without attracting the attention of 
the priests, and, when the cause was known, without exciting 


2. Those who re ae PER ONS Henan Co Sete, ep 


to 
stop its being taught. 


actai:144| They laid hands on them, antgnt Gan eset, Syria, and was removed by Valerius Gratug, procurator of 
2 January 14.—The Descending Spirit Acts 2: 1-16 | They shall lay their hands on y persecute you (Luke 21:12). | Judsa, at the beginning of the reign of Tiberius. Three 
' : 
' S a ot 2 pnd mr oy homaagy ge hee pa By cy aed bona ie counchis (at heya 2 (John 18 : 12). others held the office in succession before it passed into the 
ay &. February 4.—The Prince of Life Acts 3: 12-21 | Hil. Belleving the Word : possession of his son-in-law, Caiaphas. Cuiaphas: High 
| a 6. February 11.—None Other Name...................... Acts 4:1-14/ But many of them that heard the word believed. priest from about A. D. 25 to A. D. 36. John and Alexander : 
i 7. February 18.—Christian Courage. Acts 4: 1831 | Gog which al leadeth us in tri h i Christ, 2 Cor. 2 ‘ 
in 8. February 2%.—Ananias and Sapphira. Actes: 1-11 | Fallen out rathes unto the SS naliee ae in) The text states all that is known of them. Of the two apos- 
1} } ®. March 4.—Persecution Renewed Acts 5: 17-33 | Isufter. . . bonds. . . but the word of God is not 4 (2 Tim. 2: 9). .| tles, Peter, as usual, is the spokesman. 
i ; 10, March 11.—The Seven Chosen Acts6:1-15/ 1, Those who re ect the Word are sore troubled because it is taught. 
. 
b | 4 


ect the Word hate the teachers of the Word. 

4. Those who reject the ies cannot by any act of theirs prevent 
the spread of the gospel. 

5. Those who reject the Word would take away the privilege from 
others of believing in the Word. 
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LESSON VI., SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1883. 


Tirte: NONE OTHER NAME. II. THE TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLES. 
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COMMON VERSION. 

1. And as they spake unto the 
people, the priests, and the cap- 
tain of the temple, and the Saddu- 
cees, came upon them, 

2. Being grieved that they 
taught the people, and preached 
through Jesus the resurrection 
from the dead. 

8. And they laid hands on them, 
and put them in hold unto the 
next day: for it was now eventide. 

4. Howbeit many of them which 
heard the word believed; and the 
number of the men was about 
five thousand. 

5. And it came to pass on the 
morrow, that their rulers, and el- 
ders, and scribes, 

6. And Annas the high priest, 
and Caiaphas, and John, and Al- 
exander, and as many as were of 
the kindred of the high priest, 
were gathered together at Jerusa- 
lem. 


7. And when they had set them 
in the midst, they asked, By what 
power, or by what name, have ye 
done this? 

8. Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye 
rulers of the people, and elders of 
Israel 


9. Lite this day be examined 
of the good deed done to the im- 


REVISED VERSION. 


1 And as they spake unto the 
people, ' the priests and the cap- 
tain of the temple and the 
Sadducees came upon them, 

2 being sore troubled because 
they taught the people, and 
proclaimed in Jesus the resur- 

8 rection from the dead. And 
they laid hands on them, and 
put them in ward unto the 
morrow ; for it was now even- 

4 tide. But many of them that 
heard the word believed; and 
the number of the men came 
to be about five thousand. 

5 Andit came to pass on the 
morrow, that their rulers and 
elders and scribes were gath- 
ered together in Jerusalem; 

6 and Annas the high priest was 
there, and Caiaphas, and John, 
and Alexander, and as many 
as were of the kindred of the 

7 high priest. And when they 
had set them in the midst, they 
inquired, By what power, or in 
what name, have ye done this? 

8 Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Ghost, said unto them, 
Ye rulers of the people, and 

9 elders, if we this day are ex- 
amined concerning a good deed 
done to an impotent man, * by 
what means this man is made 


) 1. The Council : their jealous enmity. The priests would desire to put a stop 

I LESSON TEXT. Rulers and elders and scribes . . . kindred of the high priest | to such a proclamation of the gospel, because of their hos- 
ief d eld took counsel 2: ili , 

[Acts 4: 1-14) Hath any of the rulers believed in him? smarreeat pe Me 7:2 | tility to it and to its founder; the Sedducees, many of whom 


Not many mighty, not many noble, are called (1 
fl. The Question : 


ne ae iene ye done this? 
y shall say to me, What is his momee? (Ene? 8: Re 
Be “yhat authority doest thou these things ? (Matt. 21 : 23.) 
iH, The Answer : 
1. The Deed. 

A good deed done to an impotent man, 
£50 20 SE 2a he eevee | mete man. - 
—_ SF gente © for which . 

. ye suffer for well-doing than 
2. The Means. 


In the name of Jesus . . . doth this man stand . . . whole, 
a hen name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk (Acts 3 : 6). 

appreved of God unto you b ke gad works (Acts 2 : 22). 
Whe. was d to be the Son of power (Rom. 1: 4). 
8. The Doer. 


1, He is the stone . . . set at nought of you builders. 

Behold I lay in Zion eae: a teuntalion a stone (Isa. = 16). 

A stone of hey mente and rock of offence (1 Pet. 2: 

Christ Jesus h: being the chief corner stone é 3: 20). 

2. And in none other is there salvation. 

Tt is he that shall save his people from their sins (Matt. 1: 21). 

No one cometh unto the Father, but by me (John 14 : 6). 

Other foundation can no man lay than . . . Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3: 11). 
1. In the name of Christ, where that name is used with power, only 

deeds are done to men. 

2. In the name of Christ many men have been made whole. 

8. Fay deg of Christ, which once was despised, God now has caused 

4. Those who have been made whole in the name of Christ, stand 
before the world living witnesses to his power. 

6. Only in the name of t is there salvation. “Who is he that 

that Jesus is the 


overcometh Ao world, but he ‘that belie 
Son of God’ ? 


Ill. THE TRIUMPH OF THE APOSTLES, 
\. The Effect of Their Boldness : 


1:28). 


. do ze stone me? Geen: 10: = 
for evil-doing 17). 


. whole ? (John 7: 22.) 


were priests, were stirred up, for the reason that the apostles 
were declaring the truth of the doctrine of the resurrection, 
and the captain of the temple had a good pretext for arrest- 
ing the apostles on the charge of creating disorder in the 
temple. 








CRITICAL NOTES. 


BY THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 1.-—And as they spake unto the people (or, while they 
were speaking), the priests and the captain of the temple and the 
Sadducees came upon them. For the priests a few good manu- 
scripts read high priests, which is, no doubt, a wrong reading, 
possibly suggested by verse 6. The priests here are the 
priests of one of the twenty-four courses appointed by David 
(1 Chron. 25), or more exactly the officiating priest, who 
was serving in his course, like Zechariah, father of John 
(Luke 1: 5, 8, 9), with others, who might be helping him.— 
And the captain of the temple. The Greek word strategog or 
army-leader (used in the New Testament only in Luke’s writ- 
ings) denotes the pretors or headmen of Philippi, a civil 
officer of a Roman colony (Acts 16: 20, 22, 35, 36,38); and 
here, as well asin Luke (22: 4, 52, and below in chapter 5: 24, 
26), the chief or chiefs—for in Luke, chapter 1, the plural is 
used—of the temple police, if we may so call it, consisting of 
Levites and of their men. Pashur, the son of Immer, the 
priest, chief governor in the house of the Lord (Jer. 20: 1), 
held an office like this. Compare Jeremiah 29: 26, also for 











What do we? for this man doeth many signs (John 11: ti). 
1. The world often has had occasion to marvel at the boldness of 
the disciples of Christ. 
2. The world often has had occasion to marvel at the poy dis- 
gad between the power and the attainments of 3 dis- 


ciples 
8. The world often has been omenees & to take knowledge of the 
fact that Christians have been with J 
4 The world, seeing the men that have been healed of sin, often has 
been unable to say anything against the religion of Christ. 


vation ;: for neither is there any 
other name under heaven, 
that is given among men, 
wherein we must be saved. 

- Now when they beheld the 
boldness of Peter and John, 
and had perceived that they 
were unlearned and ignorant 
men, they marvelled ; and they 
took knowledge of them, that 
they had been with Jesus. 


reason why they made their appearance where Peter was, 
and therefore, prohably, does not pertain to any but the Sad- 
ducees.— Because they taught the people and proclaimed in Jesus 
the resurrection from the dead. The Pharisees were Christ's 
chief foes; butthe Sadducees now became the apostles’ special 
adversaries, on account of their testimony to Christ’s resur- 
rection.—In Jesus: In the instance or person of Jesus, whom 
they declared that they had seen. His resurrection is called 
the resurrection from among the dead, or, as here, the resur- 


12. Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among 
i! men, whereby we must be saved. 
: | 18. Now when they saw the 
; boldness of Peter and John, and 
' perceived that they were un- 
' learned and ignorant men, they 

marvelled; and they took knowl- 
edge of them, that aid had been 


; Beheld the boldness . . . wniearned . . . they marvelled, this officer's power in ancient times.— The Sadducees, like the 
i potent man, by what means he is | 10 whole; be it known unto you | ‘Thou didst hide these things from the wise (1 att, 11: 25), Pharisees in Mark 8: 1, and often, denote the Sadducees who 
H made whole; all, and to all the people of | God chosethe foolish . . . toshame them wise (1 Cor. 1 : 27). ‘ h entity iw 

10, Be it known unto you all,| Israel, that in the name of | How knoweth this man letters, having never Manne (John 7 : 15). were present, acting toget ar as a partys Came upon (or 
i and to all the people of Israel,| Jesus Christof Nazareth, whom | i, The Effect of Their Discipleship : stood before them, as in 9: 11; stood by him, 12: 7 ; stood before, 
i! —_ by me. noe of Jesus oe nenaehsnen 44 yes Took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus. 17: 5 (but in Revised Version assaulting), with the additional 
i Nazareth, whom ye cru . m the » even 4 azare * 
4 whens God ruieéd foun thé Geed,} Goth thts man stand here be- | Being mands manthies thas yo are am piste of Cries (2 Ove. 8: thoaght sometinnts of Se rendered 
i\ even by him doth this man stand | 11 fore you whole. He is the Your faith is proclaimed throughout the whole world hosa. 1: came upon 18 used seventeen times by e, three times 
| here before you whole. stone which was set at nought | Ill. The Effect of the Miracle : by Paul, but nowhere else in the New Testament. 
it 11, This is og pee gee a pe Nesplewespery De gp was| Seeing the man... healed . . . could saynothing againstit.| Verse 2—Being sore troubled (Revised Version) ; being 
set at nought of you ers, e the of the corner. . . . * 7 
i <aisidis Aitahente tie Db Of the | 18 Amd te neue diher tr thane ual: | Semntohool a acetal knowledge inianifest toall (Acts 4:16)" | grieved (Authorized Version). This participle expresses the 
fl 
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LESSON BIBLE READING. 














LESSON PLAN. 


Torro OF THE QUARTER: Power through the Holy Spirit. 
Lzsson Topic: Testifying tor Christ before the Rulers. 


a with Jesus, 14 And seeing the man which SALVATION. rection which is from among the dead, a more formal expres- 
vt nh And beholding the mee praseraee nna snag them, | |, Its wo yo sion. The general statement of a resurrection is expressed 
a} w was healed standing ey could say nothing against Is of God (Psa. 8 y Aft <7 ; . . 
ii ‘a a iy cad ae nekiion M4 is Ue by Ghat i (Isa, 63 0; ph. 8 also by the resurrection of the dead or the resurrection only. 
ie against it. a ee alone (Isa. 2; 89:16; Acts 4:12). Verse 3.—And they laid hands on them, and put them in ward 
i ane oni stat, whom 5004 | uu. Whatitis: (into custody) unto the motrow, for it was now eventide: The 
i 4 \ a: Sa Daivene ag fem: Matt, 1: 21 ; 1 John 8: §). word evening is so indefinite in the New Testament that it 
. Une ( 1» may have been before or after sunset. Probably it was late 
7 le 


in the afternoon, but quite too late to call a council together. 
Verse 4.—And the number of the men came to be about five thou- 
sand.—The men ; That is, not counting the female converts.— 
Came to be ; That is, had increased to that number by the addi- 


lil. How Secured : 
apd by works 





wt gti 2 1, 9;2 Tim. 1: 9; Tit. 8: 6). 








Verse 5.—And it came to pass on the morrow that their rulers 
(that is, the rulers of the people; compare verse 10) and 
i hen tigre do ia aliens nailed & : neste elders and ‘scribes were gathered together in Jerusalem. Their 
/ we t be saved.—Acts 4 : 12. Geripcures are alse te make wise unto (2 Tim. 8: 155 Jas. 1: 21). rulers (that 18, the rulers of the Jews). So Nicodemus is 
' y sorrow worketh repentance unto (2 Cor. 7 : 10). called in John 3: 1 as being a member of the great council 
i] or Sanhedrin. But here the word seems to denote the sacer- 
Dary Home Reaprxes: LESSON SURROUNDINGS. dotal part of the council, as the elders and scribes, also mem- 
M.—Matt, 10; 16-28. To be delivered up to councils. INTERVENING Events.—The last lesson did not include | bers, are added. The words describing the council (besides 
T.—Mark 13: 1-11. To be brought before rulers. the closing portion of Peter’s argument to the people (Acts | council itself) are chief priests, elders, and scribes (Matt. 
W.—Acts 4: 1-14. The apostles before the council. 3: 22-26). It is by no means the least cogent part of the | 16:21; Mark 14; 43, 53); chief priests and elders (Matt. 
Pi eet Pas eh gf aaa apostle’s address. Its aim was to show that “these days” | 26: 3, 44; 27:1); chief priests and whole council (Acts 
were the days spoken of by the prophets, and, especially, 


$.—Acts 23: 1-10, Paul before the council. 22: 30), in which place the principal part and the whole are 
8.—Acts 26: 1-29. Paul before Agrippa. that the “ prophet like unto Moses,” and the Servant whose | spoken of. Apparently the chief priests and elders were the 
} 


tion of the converts of that day. Nothing is said of the gain 
‘a 1. The Arrest of the Aposties, v. 1-4. Is of morey (Fee. 6:47 10. 3 ange ee 
i | Eaenos Overrun : { 2. The Testimony ot the A v.82. Of the oat at God tit eet, 8 fe $6 sts 10:9;| 2 the interval between Pentecost and the day of this miracle. 
Pp i 3. The Triumph of the Aposties, v.13, 14. :8;1 Pet. 1:5). 

i 


Comfenion of Christ smog wy oy beg = 10: 10). 

Regeneration necessary to (1 Pet. 

son eaee 2 the powes of od unto (Rom. 1: 16; 1 Cor. 1: 18). 
Preaching the appointed means (1 Cor. 1 : 21). 


Goupen Text: Neither is there salvation in any other : 
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principal elements, Meyer, on this place, considers the rulers 
to be the Sanhedrists or members of the council, whose presence 
was necessary, while the elders and scribes would be sum- 
moned and expected to be present when a full meeting was 
needed. This, then, would be such a meeting ; but the elders, 
many of whom were in the country towns, could not be present 
on so short a notice. . 

Verse 6.—And Annas, the high priest, was there, and Oaiaphas 
and John and Alexander, and as many as were of the high priest's 
kindred. Some inferior authorities place these names in the 
accusative, so as to’conform in case with those in verse 5. 
Thus there would be no need of supplying was there. Of 
Annas, whom Luke here and in his Gospel (3: 2) calls a high 
priest, John speaks (18: 13) as being the father-in-law of 
Caiaphas. He was high priest some years before, but was 
deposed by Valerius Gratus, procurator of Judea in the reign 
of Tiberius, and three high priests had filled the office since 
that time. Some assert that Luke made a mistake in giving 
to him this title. This would imply that he supposed that 
there were two high priests at once, or two claimants at least 
of the office. Is it not far more probable that the title was 
still attached to him in common parlance, especially as he 
was stripped of it by no Jewish authority, and was almost a 
colleague, by reason of his influence, with his son-in-law, 
Caiaphas. The others of the high priest’s kindred here 
named are nowhere else spoken of. 

Verse 7.—And when they had set them in the midst: That is, 
assigning them a position in the middle of the council, where 
all could see and question them alike. For the phrase, com- 
pare Matt. 14:6; John 8: 3, 9.—They inquired, By what power 
or in what nagne have ye done this? Literally, in what sort of 
power, or in what sort of name; that is, what sort of power 
is that under the control of which, or, indeed, with which, 
and what kind of name, in the authority or by the command 
of which you act? Meyer remarks that the council knew 
perfectly well that they had performed the cure in the name 
of Christ ; and intended on their answer to this point partly 
to base a charge of heresy and blasphemy, and partly to accuse 
them of rebellious designs, which could easily be founded on 
a confession which they would make of faith in the crucified 
disturber of the peace, as being the Messiah.— Have ye done 
this? Yein the Greek is emphatic. “Such low, ignorant 
people as you.” 

Verse 8.—Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said unto 
them: That is, inspired for this special occasion with faith, 
courage, and power of words.— Ye rulers of the people, and 
elders: Making his address tothe two more important classes 
of members of the council. 

Verse 9.— If we this day are examined on a good deed done to 
an impotent man: The word “examined” is here, as often 
elsewhere, used in a forensic sense ; that. is, examined as evil- 
doers by a court.—By what means this man is made whole: 
Literally, in whom, answering to “in the name of Jesus Christ” 
(v.10). Yet Meyer, Alford, the Revised Version, all prefer 
in what, or by what means, on the ground that no person is 
referred to in verse 7. But surely in what name there implies 
@ person ; and in what power may be so understood, also, “ by 
whose power.” 

Verse 10.—Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of 

Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead: There is a solemn 
eloquence here, kindled for the occasion by the Spirit. The 
juxtaposition of the contrasted clauses (“whom ye crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead”’), with no particles marking 
the contrast, makes so much the more impression. —In the 
name of Jesus, etc.: The same form occurs in a number of 
places, but in somewhat different shades of thought. It may 
be by the authority of Jesus, or by the utterance of the name of 
Jesus (the name implying those qualities which it suggests). 
In the first case, it points at Jesus giving power to his apostles, 
his acting on them; in the other case, his power as acting 
who needed bodily cure.— Of Nazareth: Perhaps the despised 
place is purposely introduced, not so much in order to define 
Jesus to the council as to show that his followers were not 
ashamed of him.— Whom ye crucified: In chapter 3, the Jews 
in the temple are charged by Peter “with denying Christ, 
and asking a murderer to be granted to” them, inasmuch as 
they represented the Jewish spirit and feeling towards him ; 
here, the guilt of the crucifixion is laid on these councillors, 
as being brought about by their plan and agency.—Even 
in him: In the margin of Revised Version, in this name, which 
is preferable; and this refers back to in the name of.—Doth 
stand before you: The man was with them in the council- 
chamber; compare verse 14. To introduce this in the speech 
of Peter, and not before, is quite characteristic of the style of 
Luke. 

Verse 11.—He is the stone (that is, the stone referred to in 
the Psalms) which was set at nought of you, the builders, is cited 
from Psalm 118: 22, as our Lord had already cited it. Com- 
pare Matthew 21: 41; Mark 12:10; Luke 20:17; 1 Peter 
2:7. Peter sharpens the application by adding you, the 
builders. 

Verse 12.—And in none other is there salvation: Literally, the 
salvation (which we offer, or the salvation par eminence). In 
none other : Thatis, is contained in; none other has the property 


or power in him of bestowing salvation. To take the salvation, 
as referring to cures such as the apostles worked, does not at 
all meet the context. Without question, the salvation here 
referred to is the same spoken of in 2: 21 (“ Whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved”), implying 
remission of sinsand the gift of the Spirit (2: 38).—For neither 
is there any other name under heaven, that is given among men, 
wherein we must be saved. The name: As defining the person 
and suggesting his relations, powers, attributes. . Under 
heaven: Anywhere in the world. Given among men: Pro- 
vided for and given to men, and thus known among men. 
In which we must be saved: We should expect “in which it is 
possible for us to be saved.” But the necessity of salvation 
suggests the possibility of it. Ifthere were no necessity for 
it, it would not be possible; that is, offered to mankind. 
This verse, although simple in thought, contains expressions 
that must have come from a born Hebrew; and Luke, the 
Gentile, must have taken them from a Hebrew or Aramean 
original. 

Verse 13.—Now when they beheld the boldness of Peter and 
John: Beheld is used as of persons contemplating something 
said before their eyes. Boldness is not taken in a bad sense, 
but means freedom of speech.—And had perceived that they were 
unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled: Unlearned, men 
without the knowledge of the scribes. Ignorant originally 
denoted private men, then men of no literary culture, or not 
acquainted with public affairs.—They marvelled: They won- 
dered, or kept wondering, at their power in the address just 
made.— And they took knowledge of them, that they had been with 
Jesus: Their wonder led them to think how such men could 
show such ability. Thus they came to the recognition of 
the fact (or, literally, they recognized them that, where the 
subject of the subordinate clause becomes the object of the 
principal clause) that they were with Jesus ; while he lived had 
been his disciples. 

Verse 14.—And seeing (inasmuch as they saw) the man who 
was healed (had been healed) standing with them (for, without 
question, they stood in the presence of the council), they 
could say nothing against it (nothing in opposition to what 
Peter had said). And so they closed the session, held a pri- 
vate deliberation, and could only give an empty command to 
the apostles, which Peter refused to obey, as being charged 
by God to preach Christ. 





ONLY ONE WAY TO BE SAVED. 
BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 


It is not long since that a prominent business man, when 
closely pressed by his pastor, who had lately come to the 
church, replied with a calm force which was meant to put an 
end to further pertinacity : “I am interested in all religious 
matters; I ari always glad to see the ministers when they 
call; but I have in the years past thought the subject over 
long and carefully, and I have come to the decision deliber- 
ately that I have no personal need of Jesus Christ as a 
Saviour in the sense you preach.” - Only two weeks from 
this interview, the same man was suddenly prostrated with 
disease ; the illness was of such a character as to forbid his 
conversing with any one, and the interdict from speaking 
was continued until he was within an hour of death. A 
solemn moment was that in which a question was put to him, 
intimating he might talk now if he could—nothing would harm 
him. The last thing, and the only thing, he said was in a 
melancholy and frightened whisper: “Who will carry me 
over the river?” 

Let us understand, as we begin our study to-day, that no 
embargo is put on free conversation. Most persons in a 
Christian community, of any maturity of thought, have their 
theories of personal salvation somewhat definitely framed, and 
these theories are, in many cases, moulding theirlives. But we 
may charitably hope that those who are reading the Word of 
God together will welcome any hints of instruction which 
will aid them in guarding their hopes from mistake which 
may prove fatal. 

It is enough to make one’s blood run cold to hear some 
individuals express themselves about their sovereign Maker 
as if they supposed he was inclined to wait always upon their 
convenience. A standing order has been left at the doorway 
of the palace of God; the kingdom of grace is not accessible 
to rebels advancing on their own merits and seeking an audi- 
ence; the porter will certainly give a quick refusal. For he 
has been commissioned to say to every one who approaches, 
“There is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus.” This is precisely the concentrated 
teaching of our lesson now, as offered in what is ter.ned the 
Golden Text. The whole Bible comes legitimately into the 
discussion ; there is only one way of salvation revealed, and 
that is through the atonement of Christ. 

1. Observe that all necessary sacrifice for sin has been 
made by the Son of God who died on the cross. He was 
wounded for our transgressions; our iniquities were laid 
upon him. 

It seems very strange to find men turning away from this 
truth almost spitefully; in other relations of life they are 


aman was standing beside a piece of frozen water, and saw 
a young lad floating among the ice-cakes; he sprang upon 
the loose mass in order to rescue him. He succeeded; 
clutching the boy in his hands, he held him up for all to see, 
exclaiming in his gladness, “Oh, I have saved him! I have 
him! here he is, here he is!” But as he passed his living 
body into the arms of his mother, the treacherous footing 
underneath his feet gave way; he sank instantly out of sight, 
and when he was found, he was quite cold and dead. That 
boy lived to grow up and become a Christian, and once he 
was asked how he knew he was redeemed; he told the story 
of his early deliverance, and how another died for him. 
This he used as his figure: “ Just so,” he said, “ my soul was 
drowned in sin; Jesus saw me sinking, and himself plunged 
in to save me; and that is why you hear me so often singing 
my verse: 


“He sunk beneath our heavy woes, to raise us to his throne; 

There’s ne’er a gift his hand bestows, but cost his heart a 

groan.” 

2. Observe, in the second place, that all the invitations of 
the gospel are issued in the name of Jesus Christ. He says 
in every instance, “ Come unto me.” 

It is the greatest mistake to imagine that men need any- 
thing else so much as this pure gospel in the name of 
God’s only-begotten Son. He never says, “Come unto the 
Father,” nor, “Come unto the Holy Ghost,” nor, “Come 
unto the Church,” nor, “Come unto heaven.” He says, 
“Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out;” but 
he says nothing besides that. 

The earliest missionaries that went to Greenland were the 
most self-denying, conscientious men that ever lived; they 
took their lives in their hands, braving the dangers of cold, 
starvation, and the hostility of a barbarous people. They 
labored faithfully, but they had no success. The Green- 
landers did not want to hear about the Moravians’ God, if he 
were sv hard towards thesinners. Ten years passed without a 
convert, But on a certain occasion a preacher went out with 
one of the natives to hunt for food; he beguiled the way by 
telling the story of the God-man Jesus Christ, who came 
from heaven to earth to go about doing good, and at last to 
die on the cross for sinners. At this the heathen listener 
could hardly contain himself; he burst out into the rapid 
exclamations: “Oh, how good a man he was? Why did you 
never tell us that before?” His tears flowed freely as he 
heard the whole story of the cross; he soon gave his heart 
to such a Saviour, and many others with him. 

3. Observe, also, that all requirements under the gospel are 
imposed in the name of Jesus Christ. Whatever we do, either 
in word or deed, we are to do in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God and the Father by him (Col. 3:17). 

All authority in this world emanates from him ; this race 
of ours has been put into his hands to redeem and govern. 
We have no intercourse with our Maker save through him. 
Our God is Immanuel, that is, “God with us;” and the God 
who is with us in this dispensation is Jesus Christ; we 
“serve the Lord Christ.” That isthe reason why our Lord’s 
preaching in the New Testament has such majesty and dig- 
nity ; he taught as one having authority, and not as thescribes. 
Just before his death Daniel Webster wrote, “My heart has 
always assured me and reassured me that the gospel of Christ 
must be a divine reality: the Sermon on the Mount cannot 
be a mere human production: this belief enters into the very 
depths of my consciousness : the whole history of man proves 
it.” God has committed judgment to his Son (John 5: 22). 

4. Observe, in the fourth place, that all privileges to be- 
lieving people are granted only through Jesus Christ. Justi- 
fication, peace, access, grace, hope, joy, and glory—these in 
one verse are offered through him (Rom. 5: 1), 

There is something quite as safe as a profession, as it is 
frank as a confession, in the words of old Thomas Berridge. 
He says: “Once I went to Jesus like a coxcomb, and gave 
myself fine airs, fancying if he was something, so was I; if he 
had merit,so had I. But now I goto him as a Bartimeus, 
when darkness clouds my peace; and when I pray, I always 
go as a leper, crying as Isaiah did, Unclean ! unclean!” 

This is enough of discussion for the present. There is no 
other way of salvation except through the name of Christ 
Jesus. What will follow from this for practical service ? 

1. We see the ground of apprehension there may be con- 
cerning very many persons, amiable in life, correct in moral 
habit, lovely in disposition, true to all outward duties of reli- 
gious routine; if they are not “in Christ,” they will be lost. 

2. We see also why some inquirers do not find peace. It 
is becanse they are still going about to establish a righteous- 
ness of their own ; they are occupied in trying to get to God 
by mere processes of reform: whereas Christ is himself the 
only way. 

3. We see why some strenuous efforts to do good are not 
rewarded. It is because the endeavor is not put forth in the 
name of Jesus Christ ; possibly it is in the name of personal 
ambition, or of worldly success, or of sectarian zeal, or of con- 
gregational vanity, or of local emulousness. 

4. Finally, we see what makes the full joy of the Christian’s 
heart, It is that he is saved through the name which has 





grateful to those who bring them favor at great cost. Once 





never failed to bring in its trophies of grace. He is owing 
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everything he has, and is glad to owe it, and everything he 
is, too, to the Lord who has bought him at the price of his 
own precious blood. He knows he is safe; and he knows that 
there is enough and to spare for all who will come also to the 
Saviour. 

Some years ago, the Spanish ambassador, representing what 
was then considered the wealthiest country in Europe, visited 
the court of Venice to arrange a treaty. One of the chief 
men of the palace led him to see the sights, and amongst 
them took him to the ducal treasury—huge coffers filled with 
heaps of gold and precious stones. The Spaniard asked fora 
staff, and thrust it down into the coins; he touched the floor 
of the vast casket: “Ah, I see!” he exclaimed, “there is a 
bottom here! My king, O duke, has no bottom to his treas- 
ury!” It is just this that makes the child of God so glad 
and safe ; grace is boundless. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


They spake wnto the people (v.1). It was their duty to speak 
to the people. They were commissioned of Christ for that 
very purpose. They had no right to withhold from the 
people the truth that Christ had declared to them, and had 
sent them to declare to the world. The question of the danger 
they incurred by declaring that truth did not affect their duty 
in the premises. So with every disciple of Christ, now and 
always. If you see a man on the railway track before an 
¢ pproaching train, or if you see a child in the roadway in 
danger of being run over by a horse, you have no right to be 
silent and inactive. It is asin for you not to speak out. If 
you see the first outbursting of flames in a neighbor’s house, 
it would be criminal not to cry “ Fire.” ‘Truth that it would 
benefit others to know, and that you are possessed of, cannot 
be kept to yourself without sin. Silence on popular forms 
of wrong-doing is criminal silence. Silence concerning the 
duty of repentance, and the possibilities of salvation in Christ, 
in the presence of those who ought to repent and who are 
not saved, is not to be thought of by the true disciple of Jesus. 
The faithful witness for Christ speaks for Christ, and of Christ, 
to the people about him. 

Being grieved that they taught the people (v. 2). The teaching 
of the plain and simple truth of the Bible is likely to make 
havoc with mere human traditions and with unscriptural 
customs; and it can hardly fail to grieve the best of those 
religious teachers who are wedded to venerable errors. But 
because the church leaders are grieved over a new form of 
teaching, it does not follow as a matter of course that the old 
teachers are right and the new teachers are wrong. That 
point must be settled by some other standard than this. 

T hey laid hands on them, and put them in hold (vy. 3). That 
was a favorite method of settling questions in doctrine—down 
to a very recent period. It was not given up when the Chris- 
tian church was formed, There are those who would like to 
have the old practice revived even now ; and since it is not 
to be tolerated, they would come as near to it as possible. It 
is all right to lay hold on false doctrine and show that it is 
false; but it is not all right to lay violent hands on a religious 
teacher, because we disbelieve his doctrine. It is the 
teaching, rather than the teacher, that ought to be tested, to 
begin with. Bring the teaching squarely to the Bible test 
before you put the teacher in pillory. 

Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed (vy. 4). 
That is very apt to be the case. To shut a religious teacher 
in jail (like John Bunyan); to burn one at the stake (like 
John Huss or Bishop Latimer) ; to strangle one and then to 
scatter the ashes of his burned body (like William Tyndale), 
is not the way to destroy his doctrine. Nor is it likely to 
lessen the power of his teaching over the hearts and minds 
of those who have heard him. Howbeit—nevertheless— 
many of them which hear his word will believe. Here is 
comfort to godly heretics. , 

By what power, or by what name, have ye done this # (v. 7.) 
That is a test question, and a fair one, for every professed 
Christian teacher or worker. Nor would it be answered, if 
answered honestly, in precisely the same way, by every pro- 
fessed Christian teacher or worker. There are those who 
think that their power for good lies in their own saintliness, 
or in their own eloquence, or in their own adroitness of 
manner, or in their own understanding of human nature. 
They are sure that they have power; and they are willing 
that all the world should know that they are used and 
‘honored of God because of their power—as God sees and 
appreciates it. And, again, there are those who realize that 
without Christ they can do nothing; and that all the power 
they have is simply his power in the gracious use of them. 

There is none other name wnder heaven given among men, 
wherebywe must be saved (v.12). Notonly is there noneother 
name in heaven, given among the angels, whereby men can 
besaved ; but, literally, there is none other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we must be saved, if saved at all, 
than the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Among all the many false 
religions, and among all the vast multitude of false gods, there 
is no name of a Saviour—of one who absolutely saves sinners 
who come to him in trust. It is not merely that there is no 
ether Saviour who can be trusted ; but that there is no other 





Saviour suggested for a sinner to trust. Jesus Christ stands 
alone in the universe of God as a Saviour of sinners—as the 
Saviour by whom we must be saved; unless we consent to 
remain lost forever. , 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY M. C, HAZARD. 


Three times Peter denied Christ—three times he makes 
open and courageous confession of his name. His denials 
were exceedingly humiliating, because of their cowardice and 
perfidy ; his confessions were heroic and honor-bringing. 
Frightened by a mere maid, when his Master was arrested, 
into denial, and then into blaspheming and cursing, now he 
charges a multitude of the Jews with having crucified their 
own Messiah, reiterates the charge when another multitude 
gathers in Solomon’s Porch, and repeats it without fear, even 
to the rulers themselves, when he is brought before them. 
Peter the timid has become Peter the bold,—Peter the quick- 
sand has become Peter the Rock. 

I. The Arrest of the Apostles. Let the teacher call the 
attention of his class: 1. Zo the circwmstances wnder which the 
arrest took place. It took place “as they spake unto the peo- 
ple.” It occurred just as Peter was uttering the most com- 
forting part of his address. He was assuring the people that 
God had raised up his Servant, and had sent him to them 
first, to bless them, by turning them away from their iniqui- 
ties (3: 26). The apostles were not interrupted until this 
most essential truth had been uttered. The sermon was 
applied before the speaker was forced to stop. The captain 
of the temple, with his posse, came just a little too late. 
There is no intercepting the ball after the cannon has been 
discharged. The man who fired the cannon may be arrested, 
but the ball will do its work. 

2. To the cause of the arrest. The Sadducees were sore 
troubled because the apostles were teaching the people and 
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. The Sad- 
ducees were “the sect of a short creed.” Two words ex- 
pressed it—“ no resurrection.” Their creed was nothing but a 
negation. Considering that zero expressed the sum total of their 
belief, or unbelief, concerning the future life, it is wonderful 
how sensitive they were as to contradiction. But the more of 
an agnostic one is, the more intolerant he becomes. One would 
think that those who do not believe in a future life would be 
glad to think that others could find eomfort and happiness in so 
doing. Belief by any one in the resurrection in Jesus can by no 
possibility injure those who reject it, while it is a joy unspeak- 
able to him who accepts it. But the Sadducees then and the 
Sadducees now are sore trcubled because the resurrection in 
Jesus is proclaimed. A certain noted atheistic lecturer lays 
his dead away with a despair that touches every Christian 
heart, but returns from thegrave tosnatch away the hope from 
Christian hearts that has caused hopeless weeping to cease 
because of thecertainty of areunion. There is no essential dif- 
fference between the spirit of hostility to Christ’s word then 
and the spirit of hostility now. 

8. To the futility of the arrest.—“ But many of them that heard 
the word believed.” The apostles were bound, but the word 
which they had spoken was not bound, That had prospered 
in the thing whereunto God had sent it. His word shall 
not return unto him void. The number of male believers 
alone came to be about five thousand. The two apostles had 
given spiritual freedom to many before they themselves were 
put into prison, 

Il. The Testimony of the Apostles.—Under this division three 
things should be pointed out by the teacher: 1. The character 
of the council. The Sanhedrin was the most august body in the 
land. The apostles were not brought in, as it were, before a 
justice of the peace, or even before a high local court of 
justice. They were summoned to appear before the tribunal 
of the nation—these two “unlvarned and ignorant men.” It 
was a hostile tribunal, it being the one that had crucified 
their Master. Unless Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea 
were there, the two stood before it without a friend. 

2. The question of the i. “By what power, or in what 
name, have ye done this?” Observe: (1.) That the question 
does not go to the complaint upon which the apostles were 
arrested. They were put in prison because they were teach- 
ing the people, and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of 
the dead. Had the question of the resurrection come up, it 
would have divided the council then, as it did afterward, 
when Paul was brought before it (23: 6,7). Very wisely, this 
complaint was abandoned. (2). That it admits the fact of 
the miracle. Since the fact of the miracle could not be denied, 
the Sanhedrin was anxious to break its force as a testimony 
to Christ. So, nowadays, the most confirmed skeptics can- 
not help but admit miraculous transformations in men, but 
how anxious are they to escape acknowledging in them the 
power of Jesus as the Son of God ! 

3. The answer to the council. Concerning this, note : (1.) That 
it was given under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. “Then 
Peter, being filled with the Holy Ghost, said,” etc. In this 
was a fulfillment of that pledge of Christ: “The Holy Spirit 
shall teach you in that very hour what ye ought to say” 
(Luke 12: 11, 12). (2.) That it was respectful. Peter 
addresses the council in the formal and proper way: “ Ye 








rulers of the people and elders.” (3.) That it was adroit. 
“If we-this day-are examined concerning a good deed done 
to an impotent man.” That, virtually, disposed of the case. 
Peter reminds the council that he and his associate are not 


before them for doing evil, but for doing good. There could 


be no question as to the beneficent character of what they had 
done. The only thing which they were asked to explain was 
as to how this good deed was done. (4.) That it puts the 
council itself at the bar of judgment. Peter himself becomes 
the accuser. He declares with a “Be it known unto you all, 
and to all the people,” that in the name of Jesus Christ, 
“whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even 
in him doth this man stand here before you whole,”—thus 
putting into one sentence the explanation of the miracle, a 
declaration of the guilt of the members of the Sanhedrin, and 
the proof of their guilt. Peter clinches the proof against his 
auditors by an application of Psalm 118: 22, which Christ 
himself, in his parable of the husbandmen (Mark 12: 10, 11), 
had cited in a similar way. But it will be noticed, that, 
whereas the Saviour quoted the prophecy impersonally, Peter 
says “you the builders.” That the builders had rejected the 
head stone of the corner was made evident by the raising of 
Jesus from the dead, by this miracle done in his name, and 
by prophecy. (5.) That it declares that for the members of 
the council there is hope of salvation only in Christ. Peter 
so much as affirmed that they must sue for eternal life at the 


.feet through which they drove the spikes, and receive it, if 


at all, from the hands that they nailed to the cross. For 
them was a crucified Messiah or no Messiah at all. 

Ill. The Triumph of the Apostles—1. Fhe council marveled 
at their boldness. Its members were not accustomed to be 
addressed in such a way. The most learned rabbi before 
them was wont to be obsequious and servile. Though they 
were respectful, they were manly and even fearlessly accusa- 
tory. This was the more remarkable because they were 
“unlearned and ignorant men.” Their speech showed that 
they were no rabbis, and had sat at the feet of no Gamaliel. 
Such men the council expected to see frightened and awed 
when brought before them. 2. T’he council saw that they had 
been with Jesus. This was indicated by their bearing, their 
way of speaking, their accusation, and, perhaps, by that cita- 
tion from the Psalms. Some of Peter’s auditors had had that 
applied to them before. 3. T'he council could make no reply. 
The truth of what had been spoken was too evident. The 
healed man stood with the two apostles there before them— 
a witness to the truth of all that Peter had said. Not being 
able to deny the miracle, they could not deny that of which 
the miracle was proof. “They could say nothing against it.” 
Beholding the works that are done in the name and through 
the power of Christ, skeptics ever must keep silence. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


In reply to your questions, let the children reproduce the 
scenes of two preceding lessons: the lame beggar, who came 
by, going into the temple, their words, the cure, crowds flock- 
ing around, Peter’s question to them, and his sermon. 

At what hour did Peter and John first see the lame man? 
Evening was coming on, yet the people lingered and listened 
as Peter preached. What did he say they must do that their 
sins should be blotted out? Many obeyed, but others were 
vexed and troubled that the people were taught this new 
doctrine of the resurrection of Christ. They were the ones 
who had so gladly accepted Judas’ offer, had tried Jesus in 
their council, and when he was dead on the cross, then buried 
in a sealed tomb and soldiers on watch, they felt sure he was 
safely out of their way. Only a few weeks had passed, and 
instead of a few frightened followers, those very disciples had 
grown bold and preached in his name, and there were thou- 
sands who believed and were baptized. The captain of the 
temple, who kept order all around the temple and porches, 
came upon them with the priests. They would not permit 
such speaking, nor allow such men to preach, 

Here is the first picture for our lesson to-day ; it is like the 
closing scene of last week’s lesson.—Solomon’s porch, John 
and Peter preaching, the healed man beside them, the angry 
captain and priests coming upon them. 

Second picture.—Soldiers with the officers, Peter and John 
arrested and taken off to prison. It was then six o’clock, too 
late for any trial that night, but the prisoners were to be 
kept closely until the next day. Not far from the temple, 
in some stone’ prison, with strong solid walls, heavy-barred 
gates, and chains to fasten the prisoners, Peter and John spent 
the night. 

Were the two disciples grieved and lonely and discouraged ? 
No; for they knew that already, through their preaching, five 
thousand had believed in Christ and were sayed. Perhaps 
there were many more. Don’t you think that in those homes 
in Jerusalem there were little children who heard all about 
Jesus and believed ? 

Third picture—A court ; the same high priests, dressed in 
the robes they wore when they judged Jesus at that mocking 
trial ; the same council ; in a great half-circle where every eye 
could look on the judges and on the prisoners, too, sat seventy 
men, keen-eyed elders, sharp scribes, pitiless rulers, and 
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before them the two apostles stood to be tried. What had 
they done? They had not disturbed the peace; it wasa work 
of mercy quietly done, which changed a beggar, a burden on 
charity, to a well man walking among them. What crime 
could be charged against them? Only this, that they had 
used some unlawful charm to cure him, some magic or witch- 
craft, for their Jewish law forbade all works of charms and 
magic. They asked: “By what power, by what name, have 
ye done this”? The council owned it had been done, for 
that nobody could deny. When Jesus once told his disciples, 
“Ye shall be brought before rulers and councils”—he also 
promised “the Holy Ghost shall teach you, in the same hour, 
what ye ought to say.” See now, how Jesus kept his prom- 
ise. What did the council ask? Peter, “filled with the 
Holy Ghost,” was ready; he who once denied to a servant 
maid, now spoke boldly to rulers and elders. 

Peter was wise, bold, and brave, faithful and true, for he 
used this very timeto preach Christ to those rulers and elders. 
He was wise, for he showed how foolish it was in them to put 
men in prison for doing good, not evil; he said,—“If you 
really mean to try us for doing a good deed to this poor man, 
who was a cripple, I can tell you all why and how it was 
done.” He was bold, for when he spoke of Jesus Christ, he 
said again to the rulers, as he had said before to the people, 
“Jesus whom ye crucified.” He was brave, for he told the 
elders and priests who did not believe in the resurrection,— 
“by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth—whom God raised 
from the dead—by him, doth this man stand here before you 
whole.” The man had not gone back to his lameness the 
next day, he had walked to the court and stood before them 
all, waiting to see what would be done to Peter and John. 
Peter was faithful and true to his Master. The council made 
no answer, but Peter, “filled with the Holy Ghost,” went on 
preaching for Christ. The Holy Spirit, as was promised, 
brought to his memory words of Scripture, which the priests 
ought to have believed. “ This is the stone which was set at 
nought of you builders, which is become the head of the cor- 
ner.” That meant, the one whom you have rejected and 
crucified, God has raised and made him the power to save 
body and soul, now and for ever. 

Peter preached Christ, whom they had refused, and said 
that he was the way, and the only way, to be saved. He 
said, “ neither is there salvation in any other,” then he made 
it still plainer, as he said to them our golden text of to-day. 
Do you see how much that meant for the Jews who listened, 
and as truly for the whole world now? Jesus Christ, the 
only name, the only way, and without that we are lost. By 
Christ, and only Christ, we must be saved. Could the rulers 
say anything? They saw what we can see in these three pic- 
tures,—the boldness of Peter and John: they could not answer 
Peter’s wise words. They knew these men had been un- 
learned fishermen, never in their great schools and colleges, 
but somehow and somewhere had become wise. Their words 
and their ways reminded them of the One they had crucified ; 
they wondered, and then they kriew that these men “had 
been with Jesus.” Even the enemies who denied that he had 
risen from the grave, felt his power before the two unlearned 
prisoners. 

What can you say of thethree pictures of to-day? Where 
was the first picture? What porch? Who preaching? To 
whom? Of whom? Who came upon them? Picture 
second.— What did the captain and rulers do? Where did 
Peter and John spend the night? What comforted them? 
Picture third.—Who tried them? How was Peter helped? 
How was he wise? bold? brave? faithful? What did he 
he say ofthe name of Jesus? 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


In what other name than that of Jesus may we approach 
God? (Title.) What benefit can be found in that name 
only? (Golden Text.) To what end has God exalted the 
name of his son? (Phil. 2: 9-11.) What part have you in 
that design of God? 

On what ground might the early disciples have felt like 
excusing themselves from the work of the Lord? (Acts 4: 
1,2.) What excuse can we offer for negiecting his work ? 
To whom does “they” in the first verse refer? What were 
they speaking? How long after Christ’s death was the 
preaching of the gospel attended with danger? What were 
the chief duties of the priests? Who divided the priests 
into twenty-four courses? (1 Chron. 24: 3,4.) How many 
of these returned after the Babylonish captivity? (Ezra 2: 
36-39.) How many existed in the time of our Saviour? 
What was the duty of the captain of the temple? Give 
three distinct facts concerning the Sadducees. Were the 
priests and Sadducees troubled because the apostles taught or 
because of the doctrine taught? How were they arrested in 
their work of opposition? (v. 3.) What great lesson does 
God speak in each eventide? (John 9: 4.) Why did they 
not proceed with the trial during the evening? Were the 
apostles imprisoned, or only placed under guard? Tell what 
you know about Jewish prisons and their use? What con- 
solation has the Christian worker when the eventide and 
prison walls bring his labors to an end? (v.4.) Were five 





thousand additional believers, or a total of five thousand, 
numbered at this time? Name the classes and chief indi- 
viduals who composed the Jewish power in opposition to the 
gospel? (vs. 5, 6.) Clearly define the official position of 
each. What was this council called? In what building did 
it meet? Give three facts concerning it. What twofold 
question did the council put to Peter? (v. 7.) What do you 
consider was the real import of this question? Who was 
the author of all the answers given by the early apostles, 
which in wisdom and pungency well compare with Christ’s? 
(v. 8.) What keenness was shown in addressing these ene- 
mies of the truth in their official state? What rebuke was 
silently conveyed in the preliminary courteous sentence? 
(v. 9.) What evidence of his consciousness of the righteous 
character of this deed was revealed in the attitude which Peter 
at once assumed respecting it? (v. 10. ) What is our 
natural conclusion concerning those deeds of a man to which 
he invites the investigation of all people? (John 3: 20, 21.) 
What marks of wisdom, or what Christian attributes, do you 
discover in each of the remaining clauses of verse 10? Now 
read the entire sentence (vs. 8-10). What promise was ful- 
filled in the utterance of this first sublime sentence before 
the council, since the crucifixion? (Mark 13, 11.) Of what 
prophecy did Peter remind that council? (v. 11; Psa. 118: 
22.) Why did he speak of Christ just then under the figure 
of that prophecy? In what great truth should all preaching 
and teaching culminate? (v. 12.) Why did Peter speak to 
them of salvation? What words of his own did he make 
good on this occasion? (Mark 14: 31.) What emotion 
would this speech of Peter before the council awaken in you 
if you did not know its author? (v. 13.) What is the best 
argument we can show Christ’s enemies? (v. 14.) How may 
we speak wisely and effectively on all occasions? 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF NAZARETH 


DISCIPLES BOLDNESS. 

ENEMIES TROUBLE. 
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CHRIST SEEN IN HIS DISCIPLES. 


“THEY TOOK KNOWLEDGE OF THEM THAT 
THEY HAD BEEN WITH J =sUS.” 


“WE ALL ... ARE CHANGED INTO THE 
SAME IMAGE FROM GLORY TO GLORY.” 


WHO HAS SEEN CHRIST IN Your 











HINTS FOR LESSON HYMNS, 


“Take the name of Jesus with you.” 

“ There is no name so sweet on earth.” 
“ None But Christ; his merit hides me,” 
“ Weeping will not save me.” 

“ There is none other name than thine.” 
“ Jesus, the Spring of joys divine.” 

“ Jesus, engrave it on my heart.” 

“ Jesus, lover of my soul.” 

“ Christ for the world, we sing.” 

“ How sweet the name of Jesus sounds,” 
“ Thou art the Way : to thee alone.” 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


“The captain of the temple” is an officer of a sort which 
Luke mentions in the plural in his Gospel (Luke 22: 4) as 
one of those to whom Judas went in order to betray the Lord. 
An officer of the sort is several times mentioned’ ip the Old 
Testament, as in Jeremiah 20:1. The mention in Luke 
utterly excludes the idea of this captain being a Roman mili- 
tary officer, even if we had not the Old Testament; and in 
the present lesson, there are many obvious reasons, indepen- 
dent, for the same conclusion. This officer, with his subordi- 
nates, had charge of the Levites, especially of those who kept 
the night watch in the temple. A hint at the forms and 


ceremonies which accompanied his duties may be obtained, 
perhaps, from Psalm 134, in which verses 1 and 2 are sup- 
posed to be the address of these sfrategoi, or captains or 
archons of the temple, and verse 3 the response of the Levite 
watchers, 

The talmudical name for this captain appears to have been 
the “man of the mountain of the house [of the Lord],” and 





he is frequently mentioned in ancient Jewish writings. A 
little quotation will show a part of his duties: “The man of 
the mount of the house [or temple] used to make his rounds 
among the several watches, with burning torches before him. 
If he found any of the watch not standing on his feet, he said 
to him, ‘ Peace be to thee.’ But if he observed one asleep, 
he struck him with his staff, and then was at liberty to set on 
fire his garments. And when he was asked by others, ‘What 
is that noise in the court?’ he answered, ‘ The cry of a lazy 
Levite, whose clothes have been burned, because he slept on 
guard.’ Rabbi Eliezer ben Jacob said, ‘Once they found my 
mother’s brother asleep, and burned his garment.’” 


It is most probable that this custom is alluded to in Reve- 
lation 16: 15: “Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he 
that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk 
naked,” etc. 

Probably, however, a distinction is to be drawn between 
the plural, of Luke 22: 4, and the singular, of the present 
lesson ; for a distinction is drawn between “the man of the 
temple” and “a man of the mount of the house.” The 
former had charge of ali the Levitical service; the latter, of 
only a part, namely, that which was chiefly concerned with 
the night watches. The Syriac draws a distinction between 
them, calling those in Luke 22: 4 by a combination of words 
which in secular Syriac means a military general, and that 
in the present lesson by a word derived from the Greek 
(archon), and usually, but not always, applicable to rulers or 
officers not military, 


An official of corresponding power, but, of course, different 
duties, has charge of the temple enclosure in Jerusalem 
to-day. He is the “Sheikh of the Sanctuary;” and in 
addressing him the proper form is “ Ya Sheikh,” or “O Elder.” 
And, to judge from my own experience and observation, no 
one could be more courteous or witty than the official in power 
when I went through the temple area. Quick to observe the 
difference between a mere sight-seer and an eager and respect- 
ful inquirer, he was extremely happy in satisfying and cir- 
cumventing the one, and patient and helpful without limit 
for the other. At the place where certain nails were driven 
in by the angel, of which Satan has succeeded in pulling out 
a number in the course of centuries (the last one’s extraction 
is to accompany the destruction of the world), he was bantered 
by some of the party about the belief that any one who puts 
a piece of money on the head of a nail will go to Paradise. 
He affirmed that the belief was well founded; the depositor 
of money thus would go to Paradise. Thereupon one put 
down a five-para piece, the smallest copper.—“ Oh, that is 
hardly money. You cannot cheat your way to Paradise.” 
Whereupon the five-para piece was replaced by a silver 
piastre, the smallest silver coin.—“ Well, you will go; but— 
slowly, slowly.” 

Very much of interest can be learned from Josephus con- 
cerning the kindred of the high priest here mentioned, and 
especially concerning the individuals named. The matter is 
far too extensive to be summarized here; but it is worth 
looking up. The incidents related of the members of this 
family, even down to the destruction of Jerusalem, throw 
much light upon the New Testament history, and bring out 
much clearer the circumstances only partially touched inthe 
book of Acts. 

A word or two is in place with regard to the “unlearned 
and ignorant men” of verse 13. These words seem to need 
some little Oriental light, although a good sense is had from 
ordinary Greek. As the translation of the revisers is the 
same with that of the Common Version, and is generally close 
enough for ordinary purposes, criticism is not called for. 
“Unlearned” means properly “unlettered,” and “ignorant” 
means properly “private persons,” that is, either unofficial, 
or one of the plebs. The New Testament lexicographers are 
accustomed to consider it as meaning in the New Testament 
simply “unlearned,” as it is rendered in 1 Corinthians 14, 
16, 23, 24 (“rude” in 2 Corinthians 11: 6), and as it not 
infrequently means in classic Greek. But the Greek word is 
one which has been adopted by the Orientals, and that in a 
way which seems to give a key to the closer meaning of the 
phrase here. The word is used in just the very juxtaposition 
used here, with a distinction that clearly marks its meaning 
as private, that is, unofficial or plebeian, without reference to 
education or <ccomplishment. Thus the high priest might 
be “unlettered,” but he could on no account be idiotes (the 
Greek and Oriental word here rendered “ ignorant”). He 
might be unable to read (“unlettered” exactly), and, as 
appears sometimes to have been the case, in need of being 
carefully “coached” by experts before performing any par- 
ticular ceremonial duty, lest he should go wrong; but his 
birth and rank, exclusive of his station as high priest, must 
be above the level of the idiotes. A talmudical passage shows 
the difference: “Three kings have no portion in the world 
to come, namely, Jeroboam, Ahaz, and Manasseh; and four 
idiotai, Balaam, Doeg, Ahithophel, and Gehazi.” 
would call Balaam or Ahithophel “ignorant.” 

The Targum on Samuel several times uses the word idiotes 
in a way to show its meaning. For example, it thus renders 


David's “ flea” in verse 14; and elsewhere fora man of the 
base multitude. 


No one 
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THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF CHRIST.* 


More than once in the New Testament the Christian 
life is compared to a military campaign. Mr. Charles 
Loring Brace, therefore, is only following the scriptural 
trope when he entitles his new book Gesta Christi, “the 
achievements of Christ,”—a title which, in its Latin 
form at least, carries with it the suggestion of battle and 
victory. It is possible, however, that Mr. Brace’s title 
was borrowed directly from that of the old crusading 
chronicle, Gesta Dei per Francos, “the achievements of 
God by the hands of the Europeans.” 

What is the Gesta Christi? In purpose, arid to a great 
extent in fact, Mr. Brace’s book is a history of what 
Christ has done for the world’s civilization. The field 
of the history is narrowed down to the consideration of 


_ the ancient world a little anterior to the Christian epoch, 


and thence onward through medimval and modern his- 
tory. It thus does not embrace the history of the earlier 
civilizations, such as that of Egypt, which in some impor- 
tant respects—as, for instance, the estimation in which 
woman was held—approached more nearly to the Chris- 
tian ideal than did the later civilization of Rome. This 
circumscribed field divides itself naturally into the three 
sections of ancient, mediwval, and modera history ; and 
the author, following this natural division, describes first 
in each case the state of civilization af the beginning of 
that particular period, and then traces the manner in 
which the forces of Christianity were brought to bear 
upon the field, shows how they affected legislation, and 
social and domestic life, and finally sums up the reforms 
achieved. In the Roman period, the subjects discussed 
are the paternal power and the position of woman, with 
their kindred topics of marriage, divorce, and the expo- 
sure of children; slavery and its kindred subjects; 
humanity in law, and the distribution of property. In 
the mediwval and modern periods, the same subjects, 
with the addition of the new elements introduced into 
law and social life, are considered. In each case the 
teachings of Christ are displayed in their theoretical 
a ee ee Genear seat eet fe ict: practical 
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deb, thee tote Gea toade, 


‘| and in humanizing and Christianizing law and morals. 


As to Mr. Brace’s success in covering this field, that is, 
on the whole, evident. He has succeeded in making a 
treatise which redeems the promise of its title; the 
achievements of Christ in conquering and transfiguring 
human civilization are faithfully chronicled, and the 
world’s true progress, under the easy yoke of Christ, is 
skillfully shown. This work is an important contribu- 
tion to Christian apologetics, in the best sense of that 
term. It is a bird’s-eye view of what the world owes to 
Christ. 

Of course no such book as this is perfect. The very 
compression which marks this work leads in some 
instances to indistinctness and to the omission of quali- 
fying facts. Thus, in the chapter on the paternal power 
in the Roman period, there is no mention of the peculium 
castrense or property acquired in military service, over 
which, in the son’s case, the father seems to have had no 
control; nor is the important exception, that when the 
son held a public magistracy, the paternal power was 
for the time being suspended, even hinted at. Again, 
it is true that, although in the introduction the author 
draws the distinction between the so-called “ Church of 
Christ” and the invisible Church of Christ, he is not 
sufficiently careful to keep that distinction plain in sub- 
sequent references; and so he not infrequently seems to 
throw the charge of bigotry and hostility to progress 
upon Christianity and the Church, when all he means 
is that at times pseudo-Christianity and a corrupt eccle- 


)| siasticism have laid themselves open to that charge. 


“As a thesaurus of facts illustrative of Christian progress, 
this book is exceeding valuable; but, on the other hand, 
many of the author’s inferences are wholly wrong and 
others are misleading. 

Thé typographical execution of the volume is generally 
excellent ; but does the printer think that Juvenal was 
an elegiac poet, that he prints the quotations from the 
Roman satirist with a double indentation ? 





Dr. Julius Euting, of Strassburg, who stands easily at 
the head of masters in the science of ancient Oriental 
alphabets, has lately produced a work which outvies even 
his own splendid achievements in the same direction. 
This is a Tabula Scripture Hebraica, or Table of Hebrew 
writing, in which the illustrative matter of a whole volume 
is compressed and systematized in the space of a single 
sheet, about two yards long, and half a yard wide. It 
was compiled and digested to accompany Professor D. 
Chwolson’s “Corpus Inscriptionum Hebraicorum,” or 
Body of Hebrew Inscriptions, and contains page-refer- 
ences to that work; but it is also published separately 
(each copy being numbered) for private distribution. In 
the latter shape, it folds up so as to make a book whose 
length is the width of the sheet, and its breadth about 
four inches; so arranged that one can easily compare 
every part of the sheet with any other part. It gives, in 
columns, the various alphabets of the Hebrew and allied 
branches of the Semitic tongues, beginning with the 
Pheenician, and ending with the manuscript characters 
of three centuries ago; including the Palmyrene and 
other approaches to the square character, but omitting 
the Himyaritic, as well as Cufic, with its Arabic descend- 
ants and Syriac cognates. The columns, as numbered 
by the author, are a hundred and thirty-nine; but a col- 
umn sometimes contains as many as fifteen specimens 
of the same letter. The column which gives the alpha- 
bets of the Babylonish divining bowls, contains 290 let- 
ters. Each column represents one palwographic family ; 
but a less competent author would probably have made 
more divisions. The specimens are derived from nearly 
two hundred separate sources, or classes of sources, cov- 
ering a period of about twenty-four centuries in time, and 
taking in an extent of space whose limits seem to be the 
whole Eastern hemisphere, from Spain to China, from 
Northern Europe to Africa. Notes at the top and bot- 
tom of each column show, at a glance, the information 
needed. The whole is a marvel in its arrangement as an 
instrumental! help to study, no less than a monument of 
the great attainments and ability of its compiler. (One 
sheet. Strassburg, Germany: The author.) 


If—as the author’s preface declares—the design of the 
Rey. Dr. G. M. Steele’s Outlines of Bible Study is “to 
give a good general knowledge of the character and con- 
tents of the sacred Scriptures, using the Bible only asa 
text book,” it is difficult to see what use the author 
wishes the reader to make of these Outlines, which 
certainly fall under the general head of text-books. 
Nor is the usefulness of the manual much more apparent 
when the actual contents are considered. These consist 


of a very few explanatory notes in scant introduction to 
the books, or to the separate prophecies, of the Bible, 
accompanied by topical analyses of the most threadbare 
description, together with elementary questions. Here, 
for instance, is all that is said on five chapters of Genesis : 
“(1.) Separation of Abraham and Lot. Renewal of the 
divine promise, XIII. (2.) War of the confederates, and 
Abraham’s rescue of Lot, XIV. (8.) God’s promise to 
Abraham concerning his posterity. Remarkable char- 
acter of this promise, XV. (4.) Destruction of the cities 
of the plain. Abraham’s plea for Sodom. Lot’s deliv- 
erance. Give the story, XVIII, XIX. (5.) What do 
you think of the character of Lot?” Some of the 
Old Testament historical books and the Gospels are pre- 
sented in the form of harmonies; and the later books 
are treated with more fullness than the earlier. It must 
be acknowledged that this manual might be of use in 
the hands of students of little literary culture; but on 
the other hand any person of ordinary intelligence ought 
to be able to construct as satisfactory a manual for him- 
self out of the headlines and marginal references of any 
good edition of the Authorized Version. (8vo, pp. 160. 
Springfield, Massachusetts: Cyrus W. Atwood.) 


Miss Charlotte Tucker, who is better known among 
the children as the popular story-writer A. L. O. E., has 
not ceased to write acceptable stories for English and 
American readers, although now her pen is primarily 
employed in the interest of that missionary work among 
the Hindoos to which she several years ago devoted 
her life. Little Bullets from Batala and Seven Perils 
Passed are two little collections of Oriental stories, writ- 
ten for Indian missionary purposes, and issued by the 
American publishers in one volume. The stories are 
vivid, poetical, exciting, but without a particle of sen- 
sationalism; and they abound in glimpses of native 
romance as well as native heathen and Christian life. 
Miss Tucker apologizes in her preface for the fanciful- 
nees of the tales,—a fancifulness which was necessary to 
gain the ear of the Hindoos; but most readers will not 
be sorry to have Oriental stories in the true Oriental 
coloring, rather than in the subdued tints to which we 
Occidentals are more accustomed. (16mo, illustrated, 
pp. 358. New York: Robert Carter and Brother. Price, 
$1.00.) 


More and more the publishers are coming to recognize 
that the course of popular Bible study runs in the chan- 
nels cut out for it by the International Lesson Commit- 
tee. To that, perhaps, more than to anything else, we owe 
the issuing of such books as the author’s cheap edition 
of Canon Farrar’s latest work The Early Days of Chris- 
tianity. In the recent editorial on Helps to the Study of 
the Acts, we indicated briefly the merits and defects of 
that work; it is now sufficient to mention that in spite 
of the characteristic faults of Canon Farrar’s writing, 
this work is one of the best for popular study in the line 
of the present lessons. The new edition is certainly a 
marvel of cheapness. It is a duodecimo of nearly seven 
hundred pages; it contains all the notes and indexes of 
the larger editions, and it is strongly bound in cloth. 
To crown all, the price is only seventy-five cents. In 
this cheap form Canon Farrar’s book ought to attain a 
very wide circulation among Sunday-school teachers and 
Bible-class leaders. (12mo, pp. xvii, 664. New York: 
Cassell, Petter, Galpin, & Co. Price, 75 cents.) 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


——~.>—__——_. 


INTERNATIONAL NORMAL COURSE. 


The Rev. Dr. John H. Vincent reports that the Inter- 
national Normal Committee recommends the following 
as an 


OUTLINE COURSE OF READING AND STUDY. 


I.—The Sunday-school Teacher. 

(1.) Readings concerning the highest aims of Sun- 
day-school work: Conversion, spiritual culture, and 
formation of character. (2.) The mental, moral, and 
spiritual qualifications of teachers. (3.) Principles and 
methods of teaching in their relation to class instruction. 
(4.) Helps to the work of Sunday-school instruction, 


(5.) Difficulties and encouragements of the Sunday- 
school teacher. 


IL.—T he Bible—the Sunday-school Text Book. 
(1.) Readings on the evidences of the authenticity 
and genuineness of the sacred writings. (2.) The canon 





of Scripture, how formed : Characteristics of the books, 
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(8.) Language and style of Scripture. (4.) Thestudy of 
Scripture, with special references to Sunday-school 
instruction. (5.) Examples of religious instruction 
public and private, in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments. (6.) The teaching process, as exemplified in 
the Bible: In questioning, metaphors, and similes, object 
illustrations, parables, practical application. 

IlI.—The Modern Sunday-school. 

(1.) On the history and statistics of the Sunday-school. 
Early and independent Sunday-school movements ; the 
work initiated by Raikes—its beginning and develop- 
ment in England and America; the uniform lesson 
movement; the “International System.” (2.) On the 
advantages of the Sunday-school system, as a means of 
reaching and instructing children and youth. (3.) On 
the relations of adults to the Sunday-school; the diffi- 
culties in the way of their retention; their peculiar 
necessities; modification of the Sunday-school system to 
meet the demands of this class. (4.) On the constitu- 
tion, organization, and management of the Sunday- 
school ; differences between church (or congregational) 
and mission-schools. (5.) On the mutual duties of 
school officers, teachers, and scholars. (6.) On associated 
effort ; conventions, institutes, preparation, and training 
classes, etc. 





COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 


— February is not a favorite month for Sunday-school 
conventions, butin Florida the Sunday-school workers are 
so far independent of the almanac, as to appoint Feb- 
ruary7 and 8, asthe date of the meeting of the nextannual 
convention. The placeis Tallahassee. Among thespeakers 
will be Mr. B. F. Jacobs of Chicago, Governor Colquitt 
of Georgia, and Mr. R. B. Reppard, president of the 
Georgia Sunday-school Association. Delegates should 
address the president, Mr. J. L. Lyons, or the chairman, 
Mr. G. B. Griffin, both at Jacksonville. 

—Announcement is made that the second annual Sun- 
day-school institute of the Brooklyn Sunday-school 
Union will be held in the Hanson Place Baptist Church 
from February 26 to March 1, and will include four 
evening and three afternoon sessions. The course will 
be under the direction of Dr. John H. Vincent. Among 
those who are to take part in instruction are the Rev. 
John Hall of New York, the Rev. Dr. W. M. Blackburn 
of Cincinnati, the Rev. Dr. R. R. Meredith of Boston, 
Mr. J. L. Hughes of Toronto, and Mr. M. C. Hazard of 
The Sunday School Times. The music will be under 
the charge of Mr. George C. Stebbins, and entertain- 
ment will be furnished by the Royal Hand Bell Ringers 
of London. ‘The price of the courseticket is one dollar, 
and tickets may be had from the secretary of the Union, 
Mr. J. R. Morris, 154 Dean Street, Brooklyn. 


— It is not often that the programme of a State Sunday- 
school convention is issued, say, six months in advance 
of the meeting, but this is what the Ohio State Sunday- 
school Union hasjust done. In the January issue of the 
little newspaper of the Union, called Highways and 
Hedges, a full programme is printed for the next annual 
convention, which is set for June 5-8, at Galion. The 
main divisions, under which the various addresses fall 
are: (1.) Our work in organizing; (2.) Our work in 
recording and reporting ; (3.) Our work in saving souls; 
(4.) Our work in results yet to be realized. In full, the 
programme occupies about two columns of Highways and 
Hedges. The design in printing the programme thus 
far in advance is, of course, to invite suggestions and 
additions from all friends of the work. These will be 
fully considered, and a final programme, embodying any 
improvements which may be made, will be issued before 
the meeting of the convention. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 

—On Sunday evening, January 21, was held the 
twenty-seventh anniversary of the Sunday-school Mis- 
sionary Association of the Fourteenth Street Presbyterian 
Church, New York. The proceedings embraced the 
reading of suitable Scripture selections, the singing of 
spirited missionary hymns, the superintendent’s report 
on systematic offerings and missionary addresses by the 
Rev. Dr. H. H. Jessup of the Syrian Mission, and the 
Rev. F. H. Marling, the pastor of the church. 


— At the fifty-sixth anniversary of the Berkeley Street 
Congregational Sunday-school, Boston, recently held, it 
was reported that the total enrollment for last year was 
628, and that the Sunday-school started out on the open- 
ing Sunday of this year with an actual membership of 
486. During the year sixteen scholars united with the 
church. One of the features of the anniversary was the 
reading of a Scripture alphabet, or selection of Bible 
texts, commencing with the successive letters of the 





alphabet. The acting superintendent of the Sunday- 
school for 1883 is Mr. 8S. Brainard Pratt. 

—In many of the English Sunday-schools the scholars 
are supplied weekly or monthly with children’s maga- 
zines for Sunday and week-day reading. The Victoria 
Sunday-school of Clapham, England, recently decided 
to let the scholars choose their own magazines for 1883, 
and to this end held a “ Magazine Party.” The various 
popular children’s magazines were arranged along the 
school-room walls, and juvenile books were placed for 
examination on central tables. The scholars and their 
parents gave themselves up to the examination of the 
literature provided, and listened besides to music, reci- 
tations, and short addresses, After the examination, a 
printed list of magazines was placed in each scholar’s 
hand, with the request that he should indicate the maga- 
zine or book chosen, and return the marked list to the 
secretary. 

— Although the Christmas festival of the Congrega- 
tional Sunday-school of Norwich, Connecticut, was not 
held until the middle of January, the Christmas element 
in the festival was not allowed to become quiescent. 
The superintendent, Mr. W. R. Burnham, presented 
each scholar in advance with a copy of a waking dream, 
in which he outlined what the celebration ought to be ; 
and to help towards the fulfillment of the dream, each 
scholar was further presented with an envelope, on the 
outside of which was printed in large capitals “My 
Christmas Offering for Christ’s Poor,” with directions in 
smaller type as to the date and place of presenting the 
offering. There was no number or other distinguishing 
mark upon the envelope, so that the amount of each 
scholar’s offering was known only to himself. The 
presentation of these offerings on the part of the scholars 
formed the distinguishing part of the services. 


EVANGELISM. 

—In Berlin, Mr. Von Schleumbach’s meetings are being 
increasingly attended by the artisan class. The meet- 
ings in that city have been going on for more than two 
months, and although the ecclesiastical newspapers take 
little notice of the work, at least one of the secular dailies 
has given extended notices of it. The meetings now 
average about eight hundred attendants, though they 
started out with only twohundred. The secular Tageblatt 
(Journal) asks why the religious newspapers do not 
notice the work, and bears “testimony to the fact that 
the interest of the poorest stratum of our population in 
religious discourses is increasing” through Mr. Von 
Schleumbach’s labors. 

— Evangelistic work in France will probably receive 
a new impetus from the consolidation of missions which 
was recently decided upon, Themissions at Marseilles, 
Cannes, Nice, and Corsica amalgamate with the McAll 
Mission in Paris, and the united force takes the name of 
“The Evangelistic Mission of France, known as the 
McAll Mission.” The work is still full of hope, though 
great results are not yet visible. Open-air meetings are 
forbidden, but the police at Marseilles have suggested 
an expedient by which these may be held without 
violating the letter of the law. They advise the Protes- 
tant workers to meet in a field, to erect a canopy over 
the head of the preacher, and to rope in the space round 
about. This being done, the meeting will not be an 
open-air meeting in the legal sense ; and the police will 
not interfere with it. 

—Twenty-five years ago the first successful attempt 
was made to introduce evangelical agencies into Utah 
Territory. The gain since then, not including the work 
done by the Roman Catholics, is summarized by The 
Independent as follows: “Over fifty of the principal 
cities and villages have been entered with church or 
school, one or both. Of churches, twenty-seven have been 
formed and hold regular services, in which 1070 members 


are enrolled, and a large percentage from the followers 
of Joseph Smith. Ordained ministers to the number of 
forty-four occupy from one to four points each. There 
are also fifty-seven schools with eighty-eightt teachers 
and almost four thousand scholars, at least three-fourths 
being Mormon by birth. . . . All this progress has been 
made at great cost of toil, and by desperate fighting for 
every inch gained. But a large place has been conquered. 
Progress is rapid, and the outlook is most encouraging. 
Openings, most inviting, are numerous; only men and 
means are lacking for the speedy redemption of Utah.” 


MISSIONS. 
— India has only two native churches which are more 
than fifty years old, and both of them are self-supporting. 
— Many of the obstacles with which missionaries have 
te contend in their heathen stations arise from the evil 





examples of resident Europeans and Americans. What 
a commentary on the conduct of those who ought to be 
leaders in the work of Christian civilization in these 
lands is contained in this one sentence from the letter of 
a missionary in Borneo: “ Thank God that in my mis- 
sion there are no Europeans!” 


—A remarkable story of God’s protecting care for his 
people, during the recent war in Egypt, is told by Dr. 
Lansing in a letter from Cairo to the missionary com- 
mittee of the United Presbyterian Church. Speaking 
of the mission stations in the interior, he says that in all 
places, except two, the regular religious meetings were 
kept up, and in many places they were increased. No 
member of the churches was killed; one man only, an 
adherent of one of the missions, but not a communicant, 
is missing. The churches, “while acknowledging the 
great work done by the English army,” confess fully 
and explicitly that “they owe their deliverance to the 
special interposition of God.” In conclusion, Dr. Lans- 
ing believes, that so far from the mission work being 
broken up and scattered, “the evangelical cause is to-day 
stronger than it was six months ago.” 


PERSONAL. 


— That Indian boy, who trudged half-way across the 
continent in search of an education, will not have to 
leave Carlisle school without that which he sought. 
Already a Philadelphia Bible class has pledged enough 
toward his support to forbid his being turned away from 
the door at which he stood knocking; and besides this, 
there have been received at this office gifts of $25.00 
from the Third Presbyterian Sunday-school of Newark, 
New Jersey; $6.50 from the Metomen Sunday-school, 
Wisconsin ; and $5.00 from E. Y., Philadelphia. 

— Not many Christian workers are granted so long a 
period of active usefulness as the life of the Right Rev. 
William Mercer Green, Protestant Episcopal Bishop of 
Mississippi, can show. Bishop Green is eighty-four 
years old, and he has been a preacher for sixty-two years. 
He is the only survivor of the ten Southern bishops who 
founded the University of the South in 1860, and for the 
last thirteen years he has held the chancellorship of that 
institution. In spite of his advanced years, Bishop 
Green’s faculties are still vigorous enough for the dis- 
charge of his episcopal and university duties. 

—It séems like old times to have the Rev. Joseph 
Cook stand again in his old place in Boston as Monday 
Lecturer. Mr. Cook’s first lecture in the present series 
gave, very appropriately, a rapid sketch of the present 
position of philosophical thought in England, Scotland, 
and Germany, as illustrated by personal conversations 
with the leaders in that department in these countries. 
Many persons will be surprised to know that Europe is 
not so wholly given over to materialism as certain loud 
talkers on this side would have us believe, and that 
scientific materialism has in fact slight following among 
the classes of higher culture. 


— Among the host of living Sunday-school workers in 
England few occupy so honored a place as Mr. Benjamin 
Clark, the general editor of the publications of the Lon- 
don Sunday-school Union. Mr. Clark was born in 1836, 
and was educated at the Independent College, Taunton. 
He is widely known in England as the editor of Kind 
Words, Young England, and The Sunday-school Chroni- 
cle, and as the author of several religious stories and 
books of biblical illustration for the young. Mr. Clark 
has for twenty years been also the superintendent of the 
Gifford Hall Mission Sunday-school, London. It is in 
fitting tribute to his work in advancing the Snnday- 
school cause in England that the London Sunday-school 
paper called The Sunday-school Times presents in its 


first issue for 1883 a portrait of Mr. Clark, with a sketch 
of his life and his work. 


GENERAL. 

—Suggestions for an advance in Sunday-school work 
have been issued to rectors and Sunday-school teachers 
by the Sunday-school committee of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Diocese of Ohio, The recommendations are that 
one convenient Sunday be devoted by clergy and people 
to the consideration of the state of Sunday-school work 
in each parish, that permanent teachers’-meetings be 
organized, and that institutes for the instruction of 
Sunday-school officers and teachers be held periodically. 
The committee also requests that the results of such work 
be reported to it. 

— Strange objections are sometimes made to the work 
of the Sunday-school missionary. One man, not very 
long ago, stated to a missionary of the American Sunday- 
school Union, that it was his opinion that “Sunday- 
schools and prohibition will yet break up this govern- 
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ment.” Another said : “I don’t like ’em; 
sectarian things all of ’em, foolin’ the 
children ; let ’em wait till they git old 
egough.” The poor man himself was 
sixty years old, and was still waiting! 
But the missionary persevered in his 
attempt to establish a school in the place 
where these objectors lived; and the 
result of his labors gtands in a flourishing 
school, of which the superintendent reports 
good progress. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
vegular edition this week for subscribers is 50,000 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
soription list at any time. The wniform rate for 
ordinary advertisements ts 25 cents per agate 
lime for each and every insertion, except during 
the months of November and December, when the 
rate is 40 cents per line. 


HORSFORD’S ACID PHOSPHATE 
4S A BRAIN Foop. Dr. 8. F. NEW- 
COMER, M. D., Greenfield, O., says: “In 
cases of general debility, and torpor of 
mind and body, it does exceedingly well.” 
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THEOLOGICAL BOOKS 


At Less Than Cost. 


To close out balances of imported Theological Books, 
we shall, for the néxt few weeks, offer them at very 
low prices, 
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E. P. DUTTON ac CO., Publishers, 
39 West 23d Street, New York. 
The Children and the Church, 

And the Young People’s Society of Chris- 


tian Endeavor, as a means of bringing them 
together. By Rev. F. E. CLARK. 


























PRICE, 75 CENTS, POST-PALD. 


Just published by 
Congregational Publishing Society, Boston. 
GEO, P. SMITH, Agent. 
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HELPS wy he STUDY 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON, 


Peter the Apostle. 


By the Rev. WiLu14M M. Taytor, D.D. 
12mo, cloth, $1.50. 


Paul the Missionary. 
By the Rev. WizL1amM M. TayLor, D.D. 
With maps and illustrations. 12mo, cloth,$1.50. 


Notes on the Acts of the Apostles 
For Bible-classes and Sunday-schools, By 
ALBERT BARNES. 12mo, cloth, $1.50. 

PUBLISHED BY 

HARPER AND BROTHERS, New York. 

B@ HaRPER AND BROTHERS will send any of the 


above works by matl, postage prepaid, to any part of the 
United States, on receipt of the price. 
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Sent, Carriage paid, on receipt of only $3.26. 
Enterprise Purchasing Agency, 


802 CresTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 
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COPIES MONTHLY 


Notes for Bible Study 


(January No. Ready.) 
Only 36 Cents per Year, 
Or Three Copies to one address for $1, postpaid. 


Toronto Willard Tract Depository, 
TORONTO, CANADA. 














=| The New Revision: 
and Its Study. 


Soon after the appearance of the Revised 
New Testament in this country, The Sunda 
School Times secured from age er Ameri- 
can members of the Rev ittee, a 
series of articles bearing u upon the changes 
made and the reasons for makingthem. Some 
of the foremost scholars of the country have 
pronounced these articles eperien § to saytaing 
that has been printed elsew’ in regard to 
the New Revision. 

For the convenience of those who desired to 
preserve them, the articles have been put to- 
gether in an attractive paper cover book of 107 

, and will be sent by mail to any one remit- 
ting the price. 
CONTENTS. 


THE GOSsPrzts IN THE NEW REVISION, 
By Professor Ezra Abbot, D. D., LL. D. 


THE ACTS  - THE NEW REVISION. 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D. D. 


THE PAULINE EPISTLES IN THE NEW RE- 
VISION, 


By Professor Timothy Dwight, D. D. 


THE_EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS IN THE 
NEW Re ON. 
Professor J. Henry Thayer, D. D. 


THE CATHOLIC Y EPISTLES IN THE NEW RE- 


By Professor A. C. Kendrick, D. eh ohn 
THE REVELATION IN THE NEW REVISIO 
By Chancellor Howard Crosby, 1 LL, 
Price, mail, prepaid, 20 20 cents; five or more 
copies, 15 cents each. Address, 
JOHN D. WATTLES Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


SPECIAL OFFER ! 


Lange's Commentary on the ible, 


Mesers. Charles Scribner’s Sons have 
determined to afford an opportunity to 
Every Minister in the United States 
to secure copies of this most Comprehensive 
and Exhaustive Commentary on the whole 
Bible ever published, at a price never before 
offered. For a limited time only, they will 
supply to clergymen any volume af the unpre- 
cedentedly low price of 


$3.00 Per Volume. 
Congregations can find no more useful 
and acceptable present to their Pastors than 
this work. 
Part of the set will be supplied when, for 
any reason, the whole is not required. 











*,* A full description of the work will be 
sent on application. 


CHAS. SCRIBNER’S SONS, Publishers, 


743 and 745 BRoapway, New YorK. 
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ENCYCLOPEDIA CHEAP. 


The Library of Universal Knowledge. 


It contains every word of Chambers’ Encyclo; 

with halfas many titles added on Ameriean su’ 
all under our alphabetical arrangement. 
Price, per set of 15 vols., cloth, esit:ne 
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Forwarded by express on receipt of $15.00. 


Enterprise Purchasing Agency, 
802 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 





“OXFORD” 





Teachers’ Bibles. 


46 
OXFORD” 
Revised New Testaments, 
Authorized by the American Committee of Revision 
In various Sizes and Styles of Binding. 
For sale at all bookstores throughout the country. 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 
42 Bleecker St., New York. 
LADIES’ FANCY WORK. 


| SROCHET. eae 





eat 











FUNK & WAGNALLS’ 


Standard Library 


This Library takes the place of the STaNDARD 
Serres. It is wholly changed. 12mo in size, printed 
on laid paper, cover printed in colors. 

It is a most convenient, beautiful, and salable 
Library. 

Class of Books.—The numbers will be made up 
always of new and popular books—some Biographical, 
some Humorous, some of Popular Science—ali stan- 
dard. Best literature at cheap Action prices. 

Style.—Paper, presswork, etc., will be the same as 
No. 9—The Life of Cromwell. The name will be printed 
on back. Each will stand erect on the library shelf. 
The 26 for the year will be uniform in size and binding. 

When Issued,—Issued regularly every two weeks. 

Prices.—Some 15 cents, some 2% cents. Subscrip- 
tion for the year, 26 numbers, $5.00. On receipt of 
price, sent post-paid. 

As all the works will be new, there will be no danger 
of duplicating any already possessed. 


First Number, Issued Saturday, 


LIFE OF CROMWELL. 
BY PAXTON HOOD. 


Price, 25 cents. 


This book has been but lately issued in England at 
7s. 6d. ($1.873¢). 

It is reprinted in Standard Library without any 
abridgment. 

For sale at Bookstores and News-stands. 

The trade supplied by 7’he American News Company 
and its Branches. 


OPINIONS. 
E cua Hi. 1 wma D.D., Holy Trinity Church, Brook- 
yn, 8a 
“In they great strife for the greatest good to the 
aes pyraber » put me down on the side of the 
Tinclose my subscription order for a year.” 
J. P. Newman, D.D., says: 


have had faith from the beginning in the mission 
of essrs.~ oe and Wagnalls. They have done for 
the public what long was needed.” 


Henry J. Mey Dyke, D.D., Brooklyn, says 


“ Good books are Pe blessings. They Gttve out 
darkness by letting is light. Put my name on the list 


Pres. Mark Hopkins, D.D., of Williams College, 


“The e attempt of Messrs. Fun co bb 
wortay of literature within the r masses is 
wo ty “ —— and encouragement It 
su carried will be a 

pbs , XA to the country.” 


Geo, c. Lorrimer, D.D., Baptist Church, Chicago, 


sincerely nope our a. to circulate 
tt - and elev: of books will prove one 
cestful. In proof of my eeeed interest I subscribe 


for a year.” 
mye feo D.D. LL.D., of Harvard College, 


raceme omiietyrt Volumes to buyers: ying 


you my subscription. 
o | The Armita D.D., Fifth Avenue Baptist 
urch, New Porc, say 3: 

“ Your plan is grand a cote, ic. penny ig 
success, and ask ood witt ald. y do ear wun 
the assurance that I A d word 
which opportunity sugg 


Rev. Chas. W. i uahine, D.D., First M. E. Church, 
Rochester, N. 4 
s an of the wos porniel ous sources of evil gepone 
ple is the books they = When 


get. a Ree ung man interested in substantial books, I io. 
gh ofhim. Forthisreason I pe — as cheap 


fpterested ‘our effort to make ake good bao! 
Baa Tensonlonel ab weaa my er from my pulpit 
‘Asa tems, I at once got Ay e 
full set, more to co 


J. 0. eee D.D., First M. E. Church, Brooklyn, 


” voce effort is commendable. You ought to have 
e co-operation of all good men. It isa moral, heroic, 
and humane enterprise.” 


CANON FARRAR’S 
Early Days of Christianity. 


PRINTED FROM THE IMPORTED PLATES BY 
ARRANGEMENT. 


40 cents, paper ; 75 cents, cloth, 


SCHAFF-HERZ0G 
Encyclopedia of Religious 
Knowledge. 


Edited by Puiiip Scuarr, D.D. 
VOL. I. NOW READY, Price, $6.00. 


FUNK & WAGNALLS, 


10 and 12 Dey Street, New Yerk. 


Pore Reward Cards, sects ec 


the handsomest ever offered for the 








00. b oomple card cankte eng 


1K @ CO., Publishers, 
af Ruse Ciredt, Now York. 





HAND P CARDS. 
For EASTER, BIRTHDAYS, etc. Send 10 and 
stamp, for sample, to H. 


South Lincoln, 











ry oe 


January 27, 1888.} 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


61 








A Good Thing for Your Scholars. 


Ani 
are glad to find in 
at the yearly rate; under 10 


pew ry 


copies, three months, seven cents each. To supply a class costs, instance, as 
months, 35 cents ; for 10 scholars, one year, $2.50; three months, 63 cents. pad 


TO INTRODUCE [fT.—If you have not used The Scholars’ Quarterly in your school or class within a year, we will supply it to you on trial, for one 


only, at just one-half the above regular rates. Such orders must be accompanied with the statement that The Scholars’ Quarterly published by The Sunday 
ool Times has not been used in the school or class within a year. These rates, which are much below the cost of production, are only for new trial-orders. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


without costing subscribers 


d seven cents for a specimen copy. 


ss sin of 1883 es 


to 
, music, and the usual full assortment of lesson helps. 


number of Sunday-school teachers believe that it is wisest to secure for their scholars the best help that can be obtained. Such teachers 

Quarterly many attractive helps that cannot be had elsewhere, and they are q 
even though it be somewhat higher than that of other lesson publications. The number for the 
beautiful colored map of “ The Field of the First Missionaries,” pi 
a year, or $25.00 for a hundred copies a year. It is sent by 


the price necessary to secure them, 
an ap ropriate illustrated cover, a 
The Scholars Quarterly costs 25 cents 


Subscriptions are taken for three or six months 
llows :—For five scholars, one year, $1.25; three 








FOR SINGING CLASSES. 


Dr. H. R. Palmer’s 


Latest Class and Convention Book 


THE SOVEREICN. 
S the result of many years of experience ip class 
SOVEREIGN Lg 


ever 

A new chart, in colers, teaching tone rela- 
tionship» price, 5 cents, given with each copy of 
the 


First class Glees, Part Songs and Choruses combine 
to make a book that Teachers and Scholars will be 


deligh 
Price, $7.50 doz. ; 75 cts. each if sent by mail. 


Concert Gems for Choruses. 
Adapted and arranged by Dr. H. R. PALMER. 
Oe pe Oe see in Sx parts of 32 pages 


5 now ready. 
Price, 25 cents each part; $2.00 per dozen. 


STERLING GEMS. 


By PERKINS and MAIN, 

Band ‘Recreation Songs. Popular Songs for ail 

Sie Sve pp., $4.50 per doz.; 50c. each by mail. 
Aa Liberal discount to Teachers and the Trade. 





BIGLOW & 
76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Street, 
NEW YORK. CHICAGO. 





SHEPARD CHURCH COLLECTION 














bn go the Se een 
form. Messrs HO ana.G.0, Doneost have 


instru- 
iii ew raqrecor tl Gato wegied ngiogige# 





Ruth and Boaz. 


A new Sacred ofa character, 
fairly eaay, and Just the thing to in a vestry, by 
such a@ ~ as = oer formed. As awd 
ANDEEWS. ce, 65 cts., or $6 per dezen. 

1.00) for and 
the we path by Dr. We 
KINS, are the newest and 
books of the 

OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
©. H. DITSON & CO., 87 Broapway, New York. 


The Album Writer's Friend. 


Containing 300 Choice Gems of Poetry and Prose for 
writing in Autograph Albums. 64 


covers, 
1$ cents; handsomely bound in cloth soeunte. Postage 
stamps taken same as cash. ess 


P53 OGILVLE & CO..31 Bose 8t,, New York, 
CRUDEN’S 
COMPLETE CONCORDANCE. 


To the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
and ex 


ment, or a ee ae 
to the Bible, by which verse inthe Bible may be 
readily found by looking for any material word in the 














802 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 








STEEL 
PENS 


FSTERBROO 


Leading Numbers; 14, 130, 333, 161. 


For Sale by all Stationers. 
THE ESTERBROOK STEEL PEN CO., 
Works, Camden, N. J. 26 John St.. New York. 


GET A BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER, 
















- 
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ll 


eae 
i 


Jolin Wanam 


t q 


Hats, Shoes, Gloves, 
Hosiery, and every- 
thing in wearing ap- 
parel for Ladies, Gen- 
tlemen and Children. 

Furniture, Carpets, Upholstery, Linens, Blan- 
kets, Housefurnishing, China, and everything 
pertaining to Housefurnishing, 

Stationery, Jewelry, Notions, Books, Satchels, 
Trunks, Toys, and everything of a similar nature 
for miscellaneous uses. 

Goods are sent by mail, express or freight, 
according to circumstances, subject to return 
and refund of money if not satisfactory. Sam- 
ples of goods sold by the yard are sent postpaid 
upon request. Catalogue, with details, mailed 
on application, 


John Wanamaker, Philadelphia, 


Thirteenth and Market and Chestnut Sts. 


We have the largest retail stock in the United States. 


























A RELIABLE WATCH. POST-PAID FOR $3.50. 


This watch, as now made and put upon the market, is a mar- 
vel of simplicity and accuracy, and contains more uity 
than any one thing that has been patented in this or any other 
country for a number of years. ithin the last twelve months 
Many valuable improvements have been made, in the 
manner of putting up, as well as in the quality of used. 


How Tested and Regulated. 
No watch is sent from the factory which has not been run 






















six days in v ins, and carefully regulated. The 
test during the ys is a very severe one? ol must come uw 
to the standard 


, or be sent back to the work-room. Hithertos 
low-priced watch has been the very poorest of investments, 
being of no value asa time-keeper, and a constant annoyance 
and source of expense to the owner. This watch is composed 
of less than one-third the usual number of parts in a watch. 
which are soarranged as to be cleaned It 

runs 27 hours with one winding, and will wear for years. 
Mechanism of the Watch. 
On winding up the watch, the plate turns around, thus coil- 
up theme There is no ble bes winding 
breaking the spring in t way, for when the is 

, astrong stop motion or ratch 

holds everything firm. You may twist off the stem, 
th Moreover, the spring is very 
under rough usage. The 
of three wheels and a 
is is the whole story—A 
balance wheel work, and a 


ions, 
reyes part 


» & revol 
in of three w: 


ing parts alike, a mechanical descri 

will be found in @ book accompanying each watc 

A watch made by hand would cost as much asa cottage by the seashore or a smal) 
about as long to build. So perfect is the machinery used in the manufacture of this watch, 
the parts, that a, go together at once, the first time, and revolve, without fitting, or 
not mate to the cost. This is the secret of the cheapness of the watch. 

Se well known have these watches become, thousands are bu: 

—over 100,000 have been made and sold the past 12 months. 
watches every day, or one a minute. 
means—for, 


80 little 


them in preference to higher priced watches 
eo Company are now making six hundred 
You would imagine the whole country supplied by this time. By no 
fact, it is Everybody’s Watch. 
Each watch is put up in handsome satin-lined case. paid (registered) on receipt of only $3.50. 
Each watch is guaranteed to be as represented, and may be returned if not satisfactory in every respect. 


ENTERPRISE PURCHASING AGENCY, 802 Chestnut Street, Phila., Pa. 


A MODEL SUPERINTENDENT. 


A sketch of the life and work of He: P. Haven, of the International Lesson Committee, by H. Trum- 
bull, Editor of The Sunday School Times. Price, bound in cloth, with fine steel portrait, mailed, 


A helpful book for ang eupertntentont, It shows just what a wise superintendent did, and jnst how he did it. 
“We know not where there is a volume better worth r by the superintendents of our Sabbath schools.” 
Teacher. “ It is nota speculative disquisition on what a -school superintendent ought 


of what an devoted su ntendent actually was.”— 
“Fisen, JOUN D. W 





Sent 


—The 
to be, bat 





Teacher. 
TTLES, 725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


et catches in the case | &f 





The Bible and its Study 


PROMPTINGS AND HELPS TO AN INTEL- 
LIGENT USE OF THE BIBLE. 





The general interest in the series of articles 
on the Bible and its study, contributed by em- 
inent Euro and American writers to the 


issue of The Sunday School Times for Decem- 
ber 13, 1879, led to their reissue in a form con- 
venient for handy use, and yet neat enough for 
permanent preservation. All the articles hav- 
ing a bearing upon the general theme of the 
best methods of using the Bible itself and the 
various helps to its right understan fi have 
been collected under the title of The Bible and 
= Study, and are published in a 96 page pam- 
phlet. 





CONTENTS. 
Fe TOY a aes tears DD, LEAD 
IMPORTANCE OF BIBLE Soy Charlotte M. Yonge. 
Ee ee Er Figs Do 
Bhs aA en oe 


HOW_TO Ss 
ere 


TOT FROM TEE LANDON FE POO nn 


LIGHT FROM ORIENTAL BICOV Ears. 
Professor George Rawlinson, M.A. 


PROMOTING BIBLE STUDY IN THE CHURCH 
By Char Howard Crosby, D.D., L1.D. 





NOTICES OF THE PRESS, 
qvecy Neggber of the Holy Record."—Bion's Herald 


the most learned 
in a small com- 
matter. 


ae 

“Very valuable to the Bible student.”— The Christian 
Advocate, Richmond, Va. 

“Bible students will do well to 
The Central Christian Advocate, St. Mo. 

“This little volume be useful to Sun- 
pemes teache: aa heed them consider- 
able assistance in Interpreting and understanding 
Scripture.” —The Gospel , Augusta, Maine. 

“ & valuable little book.” — The Advance, Chicago, Iu. 
“A valuable haley tthe ingatagent eno at ihe Rate.” 
The Morning Star, Dover, N. 


“ A 
fully 


valuable little volume, worthy to be care- 
and eetiee, It contains in small 

e hints, and we can cordially recom- 
teachers 


“We advise every Senter chest teacher to 

a of this little work; cannot bp antentivery send 

without profit; it furnishes fo 

pha ST Pe 
ville, 


i 


“ When such writers as Dr. 
Austin San Bg B. Riddle, 
Raw Cc. J. 
M. mson, E. de Pressense, and Hi 
combine their ideas about the intell: 
~—_ the result 


i 


and 
adapted admirably to meets quesial and real need. 
hands of Gvery member ‘of our chuseh, sad every 
r of our 
scholar old en h to understand it 
Sehool, if we pe sowy our Own expense. 





Sent by mail, prepaid, on receipt of price. 
Single copy, 20 cents. Five or more copies, 15 
cents each. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








Silk Goods fer Patchwork. Elegsn: 
Send 10, for Sample Pieces. 
| el SILK O@,, New Haven, Conn. 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 


a at een 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Published weekly 
at the following rates, which include postage, 





From 1 to 4 copies........ —s 
“  -§ © D9 copies.. coven roves LO 
eM 10 to 19 copies... ie ae 
2 COples OF MOTE. ........5-.ccyeee inet smen LAR. 
The yellow label on ach paper shows up to what date 
has paid, doce not by that 


9ST S LAE AD 


a subscriber the publisher 
p tom recetve a request co the subscriber thal the paper 
be discontinued, continue to send it. The paper 
will, however, be stopped at any time thereafter, Uf the 
subscriber so desires, and remits the amount due for the 
time that he has recelved it. The papers for a club will 
be stopped at once on the ¢x; ghey of the’ club subscrip 
tion, unteas a renewal for the same ts received, 

Subse riptions will cS rectived for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates. 


Additions may be made at any time to a club, at the 
same rate at which the club, a8 Aret formed, would he 
compared to subscribe anew. Such additional sub- 


Se to expire at the same time with the clubas 
orig nally ordered. The new subscribers to pay pro 
rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

The ra for a club, whether going in a package 
to one ress, or sent separately to the members of 





subscription. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to Which they wish it sent, but also thé one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state, 

Any person wishing to renew either & single or club | 
subsortption, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publisher, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. | 

ubscribers wishing to introduce The Times to their 


the club, will be discontinued at the expiration of the | - 
| 
| 
! 


friends, can have specimen copies sent free from this 
office to any address. 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. A separate leaf for 
a ery Sunday in the — seh 80 


00 copies, one month.. 
100 copies, one year... 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. Orders not ‘taken 
for iess than oné calendar month. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. Contains the Les- 
sons for three noe, with ay map, beautiful 
Gs cuntan the fas = 
= ime ont one year (fou 
nge one year (to 
100 Sopiew three > Months (6 Syeareey ; 
Under 10 copies, three month, SS eee we a 


THE QUESTION LEAF, A separate leaf for each 
Sunday. Printed on writing paper, — requiring 
written answers to questions © on the lessor 
100 copies or one month.. 
1 


| 
| 




















9.60, 
Less than 100 copies at same rate, Orders not taken 
fot less than one calendar month. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row 
London, E. C., will send the American Sunday School 
Times, post free, for a stshidings pe épel gctress n Great 

at the srincipad wadealers, PF mm gs dl ees 7 
ne ice twopence, 
by all the principal Quarterly, ‘orion fourpence. 


* JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
__725 Chestnut St., ‘Philadelphia, 


" ADVERTISIN G RATES. 


The uniform rate for ordinary advertisements in 
The Sunday School Times is 25 cents per te 
tine (14 lines to an inch), each insertion, whether 
for one time or more, excepting for the months of 
November and _—- eh = J these months 





—— being a large e tra circulat , together with 

re of pecan my “for its columns, 
the rate wd ae ts per agaté line. Advertise- 
ments in year, but ranning 


= oven ean te December, will be charged ai 
4 the nine issues for those :nonths. 


otices (bourgeois type, leaded 
in herage fore nowt wil be §1.00 Dee ‘counted 
line one each ae A, ont for Special Notices (solid 
cents per line foreach insertion atany season. 
Sondadioer’ advertisements should be ad- 
dressed to 
PENNA. RELIGIOUS PRESS 


ASSOCIATION, 
802 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 












ts now extensively used, and is prescribed by the medl- 
cal faculty wherever it has been introduced. 

Ite adaptability is general to the invalid, the con 
valescent and the vigorous. 

To children it secures a strong muscular develop- 
ment, and for maternal nursing, imperfect mastica- 
tion, athletic training, physical exhaustion, indigestion 
or mental overstrain, it is the Perfection of food. 
















——“THE MOST SUCCESSFUL HOUSE IN AMERICA.”——— 


“8S the time is approaching when 
many will buy something hand- 
some for HOLIDAY, | arte eed or 
Wedding Presents, beg to an- 
nounce that nathingeda be more suita- 
ble than an ORGAN or PIANO- 
FORTE. Before you make a pur- 
chase write for ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE bag elegant 
styles at lowest DO NOT 
BUY ELSE HERE wntil you 
SEND FOR HOLIDAY CIRCU- 
LARS, NOUW READY. Valuable information to the retatl 
buyer..4 If you have no time to write a letter send a postal anyway. 
Address or call upon arty yee mp FF. BEATTY, 
BEATTY’ 4 MANUFACTORY ; BEATTY’S OFFICES DP WAREROOMS: 

{ Ratlroad Ave. & Beatty Bt. § tf Beatty Buliding, Washington Ave, } 

WASHINGTON, NEW JERSEY, Tv NITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


“The Largest Crgan and Piano Establishment xistence,”’ 
while as rule over the doors of other popuaeaseyss read pais — dani 


























ee 


ys ye Ta eee. Af] cre when bokght ia lots f 
Library beoks, = by be vam 9 \ e. Papers ese of thes ordinary. One imenenes 
stitohed. light and ey will po rely eutinnt mint xbane™ Al; 30s. per year: on® primary weekly at 6c, per year. 














ive. Books read and bered 

Over reed aber leq = we he BS PER YEAR FOR QUARTERLIES. 

50 books, §) 6. Sample book and particulars oe oe ae Helps, with music, patent oid 

$1.'2. 10 FoR A A $10 TEACHERS LIBRARY. 30 bpp ee SS EEER imple ives, le] G4 NGG 


3 com 

j p4 e 

CompenQan not Teaching r* 3% . to $1.50 ene The cele- WH) I J} LIS 
whole ten $i, 10; singly, each: five libraries $1 , $1.0 ane pare TEACHERS’ BIBLE*?:: ated Ox- : bre ei 


ford. with Concordance, Bible Dictionart. Encicle 
$3 ,SUNDAY-SCHOOL ORGAN $1. 30 maps, etc., most complete teachers’ Bible ex'ant 








i 4 pages, gilt edges, strong binding, for $1.40. Best kidlinea 
feur fall octaves, four seth of reels (0 ’ 
— ri rig yA me, ob bed ed flexible, protection edges, silk sewed, eto., for $2 80, postpaid. 


ful, ia ‘est improvements, $35. Send for particu ars 160 es,church 

MAPS 80x44; correct telatertenrvey. Old Testament ANTHEM BOOK Sirk. choice 

Palestine, Nowtapen tet Palestine, and Trar- 1 anthems; ablest writers: eleven editions soid. 

els of Bt On ai. $i b0 cach; on loth Price $3 per dus. ; postage extra 5 cents each, 
MAPS Snd mounted, § enc! 


SONG BOOK. epics torus ona ese ta 
REWARD CaRDs, ats. [66.5202 PORE SES 
DA Cc. COOK, RB Sumpay ScHOOL PUBLISHER, 46 Adams St., Chicago. 


PATENTS. 


CAN | OBTAIN A PATENT ? 
invention po atone Gk EO LEMON, Washing- 
ba baae ot oa Orhedoeetes patents of thesame 
class of inventions and ate will pe advised whether 


or not @ patent can be o Church “Sets stasis, 
“ On, THIS PRELIMINARY MADE. "| The Largest Stock in the United States. 
Pho list mailed free, if lied for. 
What willa Patent Cost? | °?tigtRsacnesaisceny, 
If you are advised that your aaventinn, is on feo aS SSS as ——— ——~ ———_— 
of sisands®,for the dwwings requiced yy ibe | AERO LS LO 
Government. This is payable when application is ~ 
SILK BANNERS 


made. and is all cr. the expense unless a patent isal- | 
lowed. When allowed, the attorney's fee ($25) and 

FOR SUNDAY- SCHOOLS. 
Send to J, & R, LAMB 


the final Government’ fee (@20) is payable. Thus 
you know beforehand, for nothing, whether you are 
59 Carnal: Street, New York, 
FOR HAND K. 



































oing to get a patent‘or not, and no attorney's fee 
sch unless you do geta Patent. An attorney 
whose fee on his st in obtéfming & Pat- 
ent will not advise you that your tuvention is 
Pie Sadgme unless it Teally is patentable, so far as 
s judgment can aid in determining the question ; 
hence, you can rely on the advise given after a 
preliminary examination is had. Design Patents 
aud the istration of Labels. Trade Marks 
and es secured. Caveats prepared and 
filed. Applications in revivor of Aban- 
doned, or Forfeited Cases made. Very often 
valuable inventions are saved in these classes of 


REOPTICONS P 
> for Pub Ex hiditi a 2 oftable b 4 for aman 
paten and failed. & Mkillful handling of she + hed with small ca , toms, M 4 renin tere hnerch and Sts- 


day-$¢: Home Amusement. Send stamp for 116-Page Cata- 
may lead tosuccess. Send mea written requestad- | | 5 Optician, 49 N St., New ¥ 
a y to the C mmisaloner of Patenta that he joguc. MCALLISTER M'Tg Optician assau sw York 
recognize GEORGE EMON, 0} ashington, D.C. 
aS a our attorney in the case, giving the title of MENEELY BELL FOUNDRY. 
the. Tnvéedion and about the date of filing your the public since 











\ STANDARD 
SILK 





‘ae al avas. 













a per ~- ao ane RA ee es on ~Fire bon OF THE 
ou nothin arches made for title toinventions and oth Saher Della & mes and ea. 
in fact any information relating to Patents promptly . - WORLD ! 






furnished. Copies of Patents mailed at the regular MENEELY & (., WEST TROY, I. he 
ens (23e. Fyn ae ie 

and vos therefore cong the ‘benefits ot experience, BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 

besides reference can Ne given to actual clients in Be! \s of Pure Copper and Tim for Chi shee 


almost every county in the U. S, Pamphiet re- Schools, Fire Alarms,Farma, etc, 
ano GRAZING LANDS are rounc on 


lating to Patents free upon request. WARRANTED, Catalogue sent Free. 
CEC. E. LEMON, @ VANOUZEN & TIFT. Cincinnati. O 

we Northern Pacific RR 

LS A REDUGED OUTLINE wx MINNESOTA, DAKOTA, 


615 15th St., WASHINGTON, D. ©. 
ano MONTANA. 


Attornes-at-Low and Setistter of of Ameri- 
ae BIG CROP AGAIN IN (88! 
} Y 




















MRS.POTTS’ 
COLD 4 


D HANote SAD IRON 


and Forcign Patents. 
Low Prices; LONG Time; REBATE FOR IMPROVE- 
MENT; REDUCED FARE AND FREIGHT TO SETTLERS, 
For FULL INFORMATION, ADDRESS 





No other beef extract is 66 palatable or so nutritions 
as Johnston's, and we confidently recommend it as 
the only meat extract which fulfills all the conditions 
required in such preparations. 
For sale by Druggists and Fine Grocers generally. 
Rebert Sheemaker & Co., General Agents 
W. M. Shoemaker, Proprietor, Philadelphia. 


“AUTOMATIC 
EYE-GLASS HOLDER. 





reeled up. No breaking of 
giasses: yery handy. Thou 
Sands are in use. By mail, 
% cents. 
a KETCHAM 4 
MoBOUGALE Mfrs. 

\ 4 Liberty Place, N. ¥ 

Established 1858. 

KEYSTONE SLATE AND SOAPSTONE WORKS 


SUMT MANTELS 


Of the latest and most beautifuy vy and ether all Slate and 
eee Work on hand or noe > | to ord: JOR. 








Mavefacterers. Office a salesroom, 1210 Ridge 
avenw. Faotury, 1211 and 1213 Spring Garden Street, Phil'a 
Send for QGutalogue and Price 


ist, 





Winds up cord itself. “A” | 
shows position of glasses | 


HERMANN TROTT, Gen. Lano Act. 
_Sr. Paut, MINN. 














“or THE CoLORED Desicn? 
DO NOT BURN THE MAND, forthe Suaday Schoo! Lesson of Nou 91682 
DETACHABLE WALNUT HANDLE, Send for Circular, | 
DOUBLE POINTED, IRON BOTH WAYS, Yo ALL &. S.SUPERINTENpp yrs: | 
BEST in USE AND CHEAP, sind Send us yournema 


wddress.and we will send you & 


| ae |. Ree Samer. 


PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH CO. 
PROVIDENCE.RI. 

















FOR SALE BY THE 


H A R DWARE TRAD E BARLOW’ S | nos: BLUE, | 


GOOD COFFEE trinmotet | inote0 ewe! 2: SSSA 
AT HALF COST. By Return n Mail A tall aaGas p of 
Ally 


Sen fe’ Profits #5 to 810 per day, at home. FREE ! Moopy's System o 
BPARD & on Cincinnatl, O., and Kaneas City, Mo. CurtTine, D.W. OODY & CO, 31 W. Uth, Cincinnati, O, 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 











That The Sunday School Times intends to give to 
its reaciers the best that can be had, is proven in the 
announcements here made, eon, superintend- 
ents, and teachers will be — the 
good things thus put within ce ve 





The Critical Notes on the New Testament } 
will be written by EX- PRESIDENT THEODORE. D. 
WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D., of Yale College, Chairman of 
the Amergcan Company of ape mea > ee 
The Critical Notes on th 
ve be te iy by PROFESSOR Wi WILLIAM Hi. e. GneEN, 
logical 


ag of “the American Company of oid. Toe. 
ment Revisers. 


FOR THE FIRST SIX MONTHS. 

Special articles in the line of the lessons for the first 
six months of the year have already been secured from 
the feliowing distil scholars and writers of 
Kurepe and America. 

By EX-PRESIDENT WOOLSEY, of = College :—An 
Introduction to the Study of the A: 

By CASPAR RENE eneceny, ‘Yetpete :—Critical 
Theories of the Comiposition of 


B . an 
je By Exqovest Si C.J “STILE, 0 Unt rte Ba of res 


By a amps Geos 
only 3+ 39 N. et mucon Pete | "rece 


as Shown in the vite fates 


_Phe ncope and Purpose of ens Apostalle Miracles 





sear mmo een 


(January 27, 1883. 








“ey a THOMAS CHASE:—The Holy 





17 $<. Scone ener a5 For the lessons from the Old Testament in the last ote 


months of the year an equally strong series of 
Editor of the Jewish Mes toe fe ing 


sonal fr eA, mak, ma 
tS — ie 
co Ati atric, 


Revisers :— 
OLY LEONARD WOOLSEY BACON :—The Herod 
0 
By Dr. GEORGE AKA BOARDMAN :—Angel Min- 
isters in the In order to give an exhibit of the Amer 
By PROFE ar PHILIP , President of the | school field and work, a gories es of specia. 
American 5 Bib) 





Deacons and | been ostanges ae r, by wh 





the pi Chi each of th ‘denominati Sone will nat 


thor tion and sco and; rospects of that work in his 
= DEAN 's Live of St. wofse: Paul ~The 7 mf of Conybeare and national field. ° In this series, papers arealready 
for his Work among the Contes. from the following: 


REV. JOHN H. VINCENT, D.D., for het & 
B LEWELLYN J. Lan 
Titohegienh boeteaty ~ yh. bn a ipoo mEV.W Ww. CUNKYNGHA HAM, D.D., M Ch (South). 


tolie Church. YN ee the ; Ti Chureh South 
DEN, for the Presb. Ch. feb 
thay 


college, regen Pata. rans the Bing: | 8 
ian Coim — 
hecies. 


“Or ratte ofa i T. TOWNSEND, of on Uni- 






sof 
yim —Apostolic Opinions Concerning the Deity of RO hice met x Ee. nan cn. 
isciples’ 
By P P. ven. f A 
sae BORER 2, SULA Co BSRy Eee 


a e eid a ms Canading schools. 
for th to petted yong Ch. 
for the Cumberland Ch. 


Roby A EDMUND DE OCHWEINTE, of the Mo- 
in MILLS for the Society of Friends, 


~The Missionary Spirit in the Apos- 





tollc Church ’ INE DURYEE, for the Reformed Ch. 
By PROFESSOR THEODOR CHRISTLIEB, Bonn, Ger. 
— :1—Earty Christian M SUBSCRIPTION ot —From 
oft By ABBOT GERHARDT UH UHLHORK, Chief Feclesta Sto to Ny ne > 
e Lutheran u each 
Conflict with Paganism. . 4 eo Sie 










ee or copie Somne forming ha ‘the 
a _ To bes peg 

ie, at these regular rates 
he papers for a club, if so “one a will be wilicochcps hee 
individual addr ee name wo Lye club oe 

e post-o ng when the 

pA get their mail matter from differen: {post olioen, 
the papers will be sent accordingly. 


By PROFESSOR M. Pn member of the 
amiienn Com Sirens. © bo Rape it Revisers :— 
ip Untvertits, 


By a ange Uni- 


By a “ . ols, ¥ fe ne pey 
colt, SISHOP MATTHEW SIMPZON, of the Meth: pia atc ok rer? Sowea 








‘| copy 


"FOR YOUR SCHOLARS. 











foe eer 


SPECIMENS PREG xnocgh copies of 
issue of the pa to enable all the teachers 
schoo! to examine | i ‘will be sent te If amore 


trial is desired. wy ot be sent for four 
or ——- p~ roby rate of two cents a 








THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY.— 


_| Good teachers believe that it is hag to secure for their 


scholars the best help that can be Obtained, even 
h it may cost a little more than the chéea 
olars’ Quarterly is quite unlike other qu rly 
lesson publications. You will wish to see oor 
fore ordering lesson helps for 1883. The number for 
the ee pected is now ready. It has an ap ofthe 
cover, a beautiful colored map of 
Field of the First Missionaries,” pictures, Samet on 
the usual full assortment of lesson helps. The Sch belare’ 
Quarterly costs 25 cents a year, or for a hundred 
a year ; three or six months at the yearly rate; 
under 10 copies, three months, sores cents each. it 
costs for five scholars, one year, $1.25 three months, 35 
aro for 10 scholars, one ear, $2.50; ee months, 
68 cents. Send seven cents for a specimen copy. 


ean INTRODUCE IT.—If you have not used The 
lars’ ae, Searvecs yy, in your school or class within a 

on tr for one quarter only, at 

r rates. Such orders 

be acco —_ ae e statement that the pub- 
Hteation bas! no been used in the school or class within 


a year, 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF »a: 
each Sunday's lesson on a separate sheet by itself, with 
questions, notes, etc. The leaves for each month are 
goat by mail in ample time for distribution. The price 
is ve per hundred copies a year, or 60 cents a month, 
the same proportionate rate for larger or smaller 

An excellent leaf and at a low price. 





THE QUESTION ie intended to in. 
crease lessonstudyat home. Th: are pri 
on paper (a on Sanday), 
and “the pant scholars. 
does take the other lemon 1 helps, but is “ 
valuable a yeery ment to th them. ed exceedingly 
by those who , 80 cents per hundred 


pony aay same proportionate rate for larger 
’ gapatl ge 


pve Ra Sah MA Sean bans Tf a, Prd och a ean Oe Und hate, Cnn a Rend, now ng 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











Preston Keone. 
Bankers. 


100 Washington Street, Chicago. 
Receive the accounts of Merchants, Bankers and 
others. 


Issue certificates of deposit. 
Discount commercial paper. 
Loan money on approved collaterals. 


. get full information about 

aes peste 
ie 

Tot, 1525 * ale 


peat OAH ovenmnete in every re- 
=p Roman cape, — work- 

Also a travel- 

weg cy canvas, r 
nickel’ =Prey and lock. Price of 

dana delivered at this ex office, $35. 














which is less than eee of a sim outfit, ae. 
A Rev. D. W. Fox, Flanders, Morris Co., 
if You Wish to Save Money and Room, 


BUY A 


SQUIRES’ 


AUTOMATIC SOFA BED, 


This bed can be all cleaned out and renovated 
as easily as a common bedstead, and mattress 
used either side up. 


SIDNEY SQUIRES & CO., 
Sole Manufacturers and Proprietors, 


1287 W: on Street, | 9 West Ith Street, 
N, NEW YORK. 
Send for tbustrated circulars. 











fogue will tell you 
how safely, easily and 


chea ou can bu 
ool a or fad 

mail, Send your ad- 
dress, and we will forward it 
by return post. 


Wanamaker & Brown. 


Oak Hall, 
‘Sixth and Market Sts., Philadelphia. 


MAKE HENS LAY | 


rgeon and Chemist now 
waeelied re Lon a8 cnethes most of the horse 
and ders sold = pore worthless trash. He 
says “Sheridan's Cond! ion Powders are absolute! 
pure and adele oe valuable. Not on earth will 
make bens tens like Sheridan’s jon Powders. 
Nose, one teaspoonful to one pint food. Sold every- 
\ here, or sent Pe anil for et F eae Sonny = 


gage maeria, Saree Bice. . 








COMPARATIVE WORTH OF BAKING POWDERS. 


ROYAL (Avsolutely Pure) ...... — 
GRANT’S (Alum Powder)@ ... EE ANTE EAT LET, 


RUMFOED’S (Phosphate), when fresh.. PT, 


CHARM (Alum Powder) #  ......esse000+ 
AMAZON (Alum Powder) # = .........6. 
CLEVELAND'S (hort weight, $4 02.).... 





SNOW FEAKM (Greats, Ot. Feat} .. oes i 


SE, cennanctagsestntessenith . | 
I oh. oocc cece ciccewvennstion ---- A 
‘ - % s 

HECKER’S ...........-++ sagncaldisapaiee eer ae y “ 
GILLETS........... ——————————— A\ 
HANFORD'S, when not fresh....... a \\ 

E. ANDREWS & CO. (Contains 
* (Milwaukee.) “ Regal.” * — 
BULK (Powder sold loose)...........++-- A ~ 
BUMFORD’S, when not fresh......... +. 


REPORTS OF GOVERNMENT CHEMISTS 


As to Purity and Wholesomeness of the Reyal Baking Powder. 
“T have tested a package of Royal Baking Powder, valeh rehased in the open 
componed of pure, fd whciemome Ingredient. ina cream of lartar powder of »Bigh Sgupeet per and 


“It is a scientific fact that the Royal Baking Powder is absolutely pure. H, A. Mort, Ph.D.” 





“T have gzamtned 1 pe 


of Royal Baki Powder. rchased myself in the mark: I 
entirely free from belamen, w > tena 


or ony other rious sv 
¥ Morron, Ph.D., *Presidentof Stevens’ Institute of Technology.” 


“T have analyzed a package of Royal Baking Powder. The ae of which It 18 and 
wholesome. 8D “Assayer, Massachpastis,” 


June 23, 1882.—We have ; tical test of 
teat a eR eat SRLS SANaTIR 
‘JUAN H. Waieur, M.D., 3.) Analytical Chemists, St. Louis.” 


The Royal Baking Powder received the highest award over all competitors at the Vienna 
World’s Exposition, 1873; at the Centennial, Philadelphia, 1876; at the American Institute, 
and at State Fairs throughout the country. 


No other article of human food has ever received such high, emphatic, and universal endorse- 
ment from eminent chémists, physicians, scientists, and boards of health all over the world, 


Nore.—The above DIAGRAM illustrates the comparative worth of various Baking Powders, 
as shown by chemical analysis and experiments made by Professor Schedler. A one pound can 
of each powder was taken, the total leavening power or volame in each can calculated, the 
result being as indicated. This practical test for worth by Professor Schedler only proves what 
every observant eonsumer of the Royal Baking Powder knows by practical experience, that, 
while it costs a few cents per pound more than the ordinary kinds, it is far more economical, and, 
besides, affords the advantage of better work. 


A single trial of the Royal Baking Powder will eonvince any- fair-minded person ef these 
facts. 





* While the di shows some of the alum powders to be of a bh’ ner degree of strength than other 


wders ranked ay not to be taken as indicating that th ve any value, All alum powders, 
. * Do matter how high pede bah AT OG Lay ee he ud 








STAINED GLASS SUBSTITUTE. 

Weare pleases with the sheets Arita: Stained 
Glass the glass in the M.E. Church windows, 
Siaceny cronies tae ietows Ganda 

rg, Pa. c uw an 
exact thealealle of the Genuine Stat Stal ned Glass. Can be 
tonsa an one. Used everywhere. Testimonials by 
ple 2c. Colored price list, etc., ve 

7. Lam Lum Smith, Fut b. Oriental Cask 
Agents’ Heraid,ets. nsee OL 2 Axch st Phila Pa, 


A See Figoria Bouse TED for the Rest and Fastest sell 
reduced 33 

cont, ATIONAL laf Bock and Bibles Pr hila., Pa. 

Salesmen Wanted. S*'siy 2nd cxpenses. 


CHAS. W. STUART, Newark, Wayne Co., New York. 


AGENTS Wanted w='Books & Bibles 
everywhere ; ones. 




















to Whi ‘ad 


Brtratermstoagents. "Jane, Boston. 
BOOK AGENTS! 


rer John B. Gou hoa 
ree pees 


the best 














Tone, Touch ch, ‘Workmanship, and 
Durability. 


WILLIAM KNABE 
Nos, 24 Bs ewe Ba timore Sireet,” , atimore 
112 yinh Avenue, N New Y 





HOOK &, HASTINGS, 


Builders of the ee | yd gage Tremont Tem le, 
nomen Meds orn) wrch, Brooklyn; all, 
the e Holy Communion, Phila 
; and of Fd 1,100 


‘CHURCH ORGANS 


for ev Part of the count We invite atte: eo 4 
gue nn 0 alles Of PARLOH ORGANS, at from §s00 
Music ‘ ie 


s. 

EES, LA NISTS, 

are invited to apply to us direct for he mation 

conuected with our art. ESCRIPTI CIRCU- 

LARS and specifications furnished on application. 
nd-hand ont cane sale at low pr 


PIANOS & osricons Rowers 
ORGANS eee ere nD 
Siaeet 


HORACE WATEES 4 , Seat oer 








a School Times intends to admit only advertisements that are trustworthy, Should, however, an sdvertisement of of a party not in good standing be inadvertently inserted, 


publisher will refund we subscribers any money that 


oe 





